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Prefatory Note

Eric Sevareid once wrote, "a journalist is a jack-of-all
trades and master of none--except his own, which is being a
jack-of-all,"” a fitting description of those who have pﬁ%sued
a career in journalism, and a key thought by which the primary
aim of this study is based.

As a full-time student at Pembroke State University who
had just landed a job with Lumberton's Qaily newspaper, The
Robesonian, my foremost concern as a young and aspiring reporter
was to extend my knowledge of the daily operation of a newspaper
and to record those findings in a project such as this.

In addition, I wanted to work side by side with professionals
who had made journalism a way of life, with the hope of gaining
greater insight into the real world of reporting, much different
I might add from the reporting of campus activities. I also
wanted to vary my experience, to report in as many different
areas as feasible, in effect, "to become a jack-of-all trades."”

A senior in pursuit of a bachelorS degree in communicative
arts, I saw an opportunity to put my classroom instruction into

everyday practice. I felt The Robesonian would benefit from my

training.

Five months of daily reporting for The Robesonian--from.

December of 1978 to April of 1979--was set aside as the neces-
sary amount of time needed in grasping a legitimate sample of
journalistic procedure. Also, I chose to research the auto-
biographies of five leading journalist, comparing their humble

beginnings in journalism with my own experiences at The Robesonian.




I found it necessary to record my early journalistic
experiences, realizing that a portfolio containing detailed
accounts of my first published stories would become ingaluable
in time, possibly enhancing my future in the print medium.

Just as importantly, I sought to identify the basic skills and
abilities necessary for beginning reporters.

In spite of its academic setting, this material was
presented in first person. Any other approach than the journal-
style used would have been awkward and uninteresting, since the
meat of this project is directly related to "my experiences in
journalism."

Finally, only a small percentage of my news stories

published in The Robesonian appear on pages 36 through 47.

The stories were selected according to their value to this

study.
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I. Guassy AnPORTERS
It was about 9:15 when the phone rang that cold, rebruary
night., 1 lay outstretched with my feet dangling over the arm
of a tiny love seat watching, napBC's wednesday Night At The Movies.®
Jimmy autry, roommate and sports editor of the daily newspaper,

’he Aobesonian, leaned back in his chair chomping on a bowl of

popcorn.

1 had no idea that Paul O'Connor, news editor of The

Robesonian, was on the other end of the line.

"Bob, have you been listening to your scanner?! Before I
could say anything, he plurted out bits and pieces of information

about a chain of fires sweeping Kobeson County. "There's been

a rash of fires set around the county and police think it may

have something to do with the Indian beatings."
"You've got to be kidding," 1 said, dreading the inevitable

assignment., It was warm in the three-bedroom apartment where 1

lived, and besides, I was enjoying the movie.
nppere's a fire somewhere between WMaxton and Rowland. Get

your camera, get a good picture and a story. Call the dispatcher

and he'll give you directions. You'd better hurry."

I contacted the sheriff's office and got directions., Yet

1 was still confused about the whereabouts of the blaze. At least

I knew it was at some crossroads, and I should turn left some=-

where in #axton.
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Nearly an hour jater I found the fire or what was left of

it.
It was the last of 19 blazes pelieved to have been deliber-

ately set during the early evening. "here had been no infhries
bandoned buildings nad been burned to the ground. I

and only a

took the picture on the site of the Sinclair farm, & Route 1,

I still didn't know where I was and,

$100 wager.

iowland address. to this

day, couldn't find the place again even on a
I pieced together the information I had gathered at the
fire site, talked with the dispatcher from the Pembroke rolice

called surrounding fire departments the next morning

Department,
ijonal facts off the wire servi

and picked up SOME addi?v ce before
banging out the top front-page story of the february T edition

of The Robesonian. (see page 35, story &)

This was not your everyday, typical story, yet in the five

The Robesonidan, ithe fire episode was one

months I reported for

of several encounters 1 had with the unusual, thanks to O'Connor
who had talked Jack oharpe, editor and publisher, into hiring

me just after Christmas, 1978.

gsemester of my senior year at Pembroke

1 met O'Connor the fall

state University. he had a master's degree in journalism from
the University of Winnesota and, on the side, taught a news
editing and typography course at FolU. 1 signed up for his course
reporting for work at rLhe gobesSdnial

s few months prior to my
I was new in the field of jourmalism, My only experience
coming the year pefore when 1 nad served as editor of the univer-
he Pine needle. 5o 1 was somewhat startled when

sity newspaper,
0 'Connor approached me one afternoon in early Dbecember of my
senior year, and asked me what 1 thougzht about working for the




Lumberton newspaper. He must have liked my classwork; i1 fact.
only one other student, Tom Harding, received an "A" for the
course,

ly exciting and instructive beginning in news reporgéng,
as I have discovered, corresponded to the early experiences of
five men who made a name for themselves in the field of journa-
lism=--“ric Sevareid, Henry L. sencken, Lincoln Steffens, Dan
rather and Tom wicker--whose early beginnings in newspaper, or in
radio, as Rather's case, provided the framework for their careers,

Just as I found, each of the five noted in his autobiography,
that it was a time when tééy realized the importance of objective
and fair reporting, and that it was just as essential to find the
correct spelling of a lastname as it was to report the findings
of the city's most controversial subject,

A1l five wrote of similar problems and successes, especially

in police, sports, and investigative reporting, much of which

paralleled my own experiences at The Robesonian.

Certainly, for me, my stay at The Robesonian was unforget-

table.

I was first assigned to the police beat where I was primar-
ily responsible for checking sheriff and police reports each
morning. My findings, which normally included reports of larceny,
breaking and entering, arson, charges of careless and reckless
driving, driving under the influence and safe movement violations,
usually appeared on page 2 in a section entitled, "Off the Blotter,
The beat also included writing stories on armed robberies, fatal
antomobile wresks, suicides, shootouts, kidnappings, etc....

Covering the police beat, I thought, would have bheen enough

to do. But as I gradually improved my speed for reporting, new




assignments began making their way to my des«<., I was assigned
to cover nearby st. Pauls and Kowland town meetings during the
second week of each month. I was also required to hand in a
feature story each week, and I eventually inherited the(iabor-
ious and tedious task of reporting district court news, a chore
which no one wanted and which, unfortunately, fell to the newest
member of the news staff,

0'Connor, my intermediate supervisor, was always handing
out other assignments too, once throwing me into the midst of a
cocaine conspiracy trial already two days in session, and even
worse, sending me out to cover a meeting sponsored by the state
highway department that not even the most concerned citizen would
find interesting., But it was all a part of the job.

It seemed to me that O'Connor took a special interest in
my work., He always edited my copy, and when he had time, explained
how I should have handled a particular story differently or how
it could have been written better. O0'Connor was gungho, a journ-
alist through and through. ind he often commented that journa-
lism ig a profession like that of medicine and law. lHe considered
himself a professional and rightly so. He recently landed a job

as city government reporter for the prestigious Raleigh Times.,

Wwhen I had time, which wasn't often, I helped Jimmy cover
sports, mostly basketball and, to a lesser degree, baseball. 1In
the spring I found myself covering the state 1A baseball champion-

ship game.

The paper, under 15,000 circulation, did not hire photographers

as such. All reporters learned how to handle a camera, and in

essence, all were the paper's photographers. Not only were begin-

ning reporters taught how to take pictures, but they learned the
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developing and printing process as well.

O0'Connor and City mditor 3ill Norment, a professional
photographer in his own right, taught me the basics of the trade,
and I was soon taking respectable shots. I had never usgh a 35
millimeter before, so the whole process was new to me, except
of course, pushing the button which takes the photograph. That
was all a Kodak ever required.

It wasn't long before I hegan receiving assignments from
Bill to take pictures of local high school activities and groups,
social happenings, the full range of small-time stuff. T was
called on so often that I was the only reporter on the staff
required to carry a camera with me. The rest of the crew had to
check out one before using it, including my boss, O'Connaor,

I soon acquired a reputation for being at the right place
at the right time. And unfortunately for a couple of armed
robbers who had knocked off a convenience store in fairmont early
one Saturday night, my exploits with a camera eventually led to
their arrest.

Me news staff alternated working the saturday night shift
and, on this particular evening, when the armed robbery occurred,
I was busily writing obits and rewriting a number of other storien
from area newspapers that held local interest.

Tt was about 7:3%0 when 5ill, working the city desk, suddenly
motioned to me. iHe was listening to the paper's scanner located
on a wall cabinet just above his head.

'he police station had just dispatched a call to patrolling

cars that the Kay-3ion convenience store in Fairmont had been held

up by three black males, one carrying a gun.

I grahbed my pad and was out the door in an instant, heading




for that sparsely populated town located some 12 miles south of

Lumberton. About three miles down the road, county deputies had

already set up a road block, directing vehicles to the si%@ of

the road that fit the description of the getaway car. Intrigued

by this sort of action which reminded me of old cops' and robbers'

movies, I pulled off the side of the highway, unpacked my trusty

camera and proceeded, at random, to snap shots of anything that

moved.

As I wandered aimlessly about taking shots of the two law

officials working the center of the road checking licenses and

matching license plate numbers with vehicle registration, I

noticed a car carrying four black males forced to pull off the

main highway. Deputies began an intense search of the car and

the eeécupants inside. ere seecmed nothing unusual about the

jnvestigation since several other automobiles had been handled
in much the same way. g0 it wasn't instinct or a suspicious hunch

which prompted me to take a number of photographs of the car.

I left, and proceeded to fairmont, took a few pictures of

the front of the store and interviewed the store manager. 1

returned to the office with the film and the story.

Within the hour the sheriff's office had called Bill and told

him that a ”picture-taker" from the newspaper might have gotten

a photograph of the car used in the robbery.

1 had been home for about 30 minutes when Bill called and

told me to hurry back to the office with the negatives.

Wwhen I returned, three deputy cars, two highway patrol

vehicles and two unmarked cars, 311 with their blue lights flashing,

gat parked in front of the building.

Local law officials had allowed the suspects to slip out

—
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from under their noses. and now there was only the hope that a
picture of the car and the suspects was there among my negatives.
As I walked through the double doors of the building and

over to Bill's desk, I could feel a hundred eyes following my
every step. I promptly handed the negative over to Bill who
quickly held it up to the light. "That's the car," said a lawman.
nIs there a license plate number?"

I had taken two shots of the car, one from the side and the
other from the rear. Although the license plate number had been
washed out by the flash on the 5 X 7 print, Bill could still make
out the number on the negative with the help of a magnifying
glass. (see photos on page 49.)

T™he car was found the next day, abandoned.

Sevareid, sencken, Steffens, Rather and Wicker each write of
a varied experience in their early reporting days. None found it
an easy task. Journalism demands diligence and discipline, ac-
quired only in doing.

The first few months were especially trying for me. Sometimes
it wonld take hours to write what I now consider a simple story.
Information was often times hard to acquire unless sources had
been developed, and my unfamiliarity with the town and the sur-
roundings many times slowed the gathering of facts. But
eventually the work became less diffiecult to reckon with, despite
the daily deadlines which all reporters must push to meet.

Jevareid wrote in his autobiography, "Hot So wWild 4 oream,"

that "a journalist is a jack-of-all-trades and master of none--
except his own, which is being a jack-of-all."

Like him, I knew I was learning a little bit about every-

thing, but, I thought, not enough about anything., I bounced
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around in my assignments writing on a wide variety of topics.
Sevareid, by comparison, had a much narrower experience.
sevareid was 18 and, like me, in college when he hegan his

Journalism career working as a copy boy for the Minneapolis

Journal, Six weeks later the Journal hired him as a reporter at
$15 a week. Sevareid was ecstatic over the promotion. "To me

at eighteen it was the most remarkable, most fascinating of all
human institutions, a daily newspaper, peopled with those glam-
orous, imcomparable men known as reporters and editors, actually
there, alive, touchable, knowable,

It was in the field of religion that Sevareid made his debut,
putting together each Friday a page of copy with story briefs of
Junday's events and church notices. On occasion, he would inter-
view clergymen, among them, evangelist Billy Sunday. '"sdlen of the
church were most demanding and insatiable in seeking publicity.

It wasn't long before I was involved in a controversy with pastors
who demanded running photographs of themselves which they had
sent in. It was good training in basic diplomacy," wrote Sevareid.

In his autobiography, WNewspaper nays, h. L. Mencken says

"it was sort of a celestial call" which prompted his involvement
in newspapers.

Like Sevareid, HMencxken was 18 when he joined the print corps.
Following the death of his father in 1899, Mencken began reporting

for the Morning Herald, one of two Baltimore dailies at that! time,

for several weeks Mencken received no compensation for his
work, that is, until he was assigned to the Southern police

district in South Baltimore where he replaced an older man with

"small ability and no diligence."

My opportunity at The Hobesonian had come in a similar way.

!




My fortune at landing a job at the Lumberton daily had been the
result of a complacent police beat reporter who had become relaxed
in his duties., ke was told to either get his "act together" or
leave, He left. ‘

Before his south saltimore appointment, Wencken had received
a number of small assignments such as the installation of new
evangelical pastors, meetings of wheelmen, minor political rallies,
concerts and funerals.

However, it was a horse stealing which became the subject
for Wencken's first story. The paper's city editor, Wax wWays, had
instructed Mencxen to go to Gavanstown to see if anything was
happening. The result was a 45=-word paragraph which sencken says,
took him ten minutes to write., "A horse, a buggy, and several
sorts of harness, valued in all about 250, were stolen last night
from the stable of Howard wuinlan, near Kinsville. 7The county
police are at work on the case, but so far no trace of either
thieves or booty has been found," wrote Mencken, whose story appeared
the next morning.

Often, a young and aspiring journalist is inspired and in-
fluenced by someone like O'Connor who takes a special interest in
him. Ways was that person to sencken. it wasn't long after sencken
and don't's for his trainee:

njever trust a cop, verify his report; always try to get in
early copy; be careful about dates, names, ages, addresses and
figures of every sort; keep in mind the danger of libel; don't
be surprised if asked to get information from The_ Sun (Baltimore's

other newspaper); you can get it if you dig hard enough; any

!
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Herald reporter who is worth a damn can write rings arosund a

sun reporter.”

Ihe best educated of the five journalists was Linéoln
Steffens who graduated from serkeley, and then travelled to
wurope where he studied at serlin, Heidelberys and Leipzig univer-

sities. In ?he autobiography of Lincoln vteffens, he tells of

the discipline all heginning reporters face, the drudgery of
learning to conform to news style, a brief and concise way of
writing, while maintaining speed and accuracy,

Until the last five years all news stories were composed on
a typewriter. and conforming to news style also meant editing
those typed stories using copy-editing symbols. Fowever, like

most dailies, lhe obesonian began replacing the typewriter with

Visual wisplay verminals, small-screcs contrartions with a con-
necting keyboard that eliminate the need for using copy-editing
symbols and also, unfortunately, jeopardize the employment of
those who work as typesetters. 'he Vol is able to switceh para-
graphs, correct misspellings and reconstruct sentences all inside
its computer mind. The result is displayed as corrected and auto-
matically transferred to a disc where the copy 1is prepared for
layout.

after applying as an editorial writer for Eﬁ?}?f?_ﬂfﬁaZine'
steffens was eventually hired as a reporter for Jew York's

wvening rYost. It was there that steffens was "tried out on

space. I didn't know what that meant and I didn't care," said
steffens, "I had a job."

steffen's first assignment happened by accident. e was
sitting in the news room, anticipating t'at big moment when he

would be called on to report, when Lenr; Wrigit, city editor,
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walked in looking for one of his veleran reporters., =ach was

gone on assignment and only 3teffens remained. Reluctantly,
Wright sent steffens on his first reporting detail instructing
him to gather all the facts he could about a stockbroker iho

had been missing for some time. "An assignment! I was to report.
I darted out the office and into the elevator," said steffens.

After a lengthy interrogation with the missing broker's
partner, Gteffens returned to the office and began banging out
nis first news story. "I labored till the city editor darted
out to see what I was doing," said steffens. 'He picked up one
of the rewrites and said, 'enough.' 1 waited for the paper to
come off the press but my paragraph wasn't in it. I searched
azain and again. 1 didn't care about the money; I felt my stand-
ing as a reporter was at stake.

However, Steffen's article dld appear in the morning edition,
but more neatly and briefly stated than had been originally
written, said steffens. ngy reporting was all right; my writing
was not."

In 1949, a young reporter by the name of Tom Wicker, who is
now a nationally-known syndicated columnist, and an editor of

The New York Times, landed his first job in nearby Aberdeen, Noelo

writing for 1he Sandhill Citizen, & weekly established in 1932

by H. Clifton Blue.

wicker, a graduate of the University of North Carolina with
an AB in journalism, not only wrote for the Citizen but sold
and designed the layout of advertisement. ‘'actually my lowes®
priority was to collect and 'write up' such news as there was, "

said wicker.
In his short stint with the aberdeen paper, however, wicker

!
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witnessed court action involving "murders, manslaughters, vagran-
cies, seductions, desertions, auto offense, assaults, rapes,
hatteries, break-ins, reckless endangerments, ete." Ariging

out of that courtroom medley of sorts was a divorce case which
Jicker had written with a humorous slant,

"he following day, the woman in the case, approached him
with this question, "why do you think you had the right to make
fun of me in your paper?"

"I have never forgotten that question--and I still can't
answer it," said wicker in his autobiography, On _Press. "iccurate
as it was, it had nevertheless exploited human unhappiness for
the amusement on titillation of others...I missed the story I
should have written. This is one of the besetting sins of journ-
alism--sensationalism at the expense of the dignity and truth
of the common human experience,"

It was only a few months later that Wicker moved to Lumberton

and The Robesonian where he was hired, 30 years before my time,

as a general reporter and telegraph editor eventually working

nis way to the sports editor position.
In many respects, the rules and principles governing journ=
alism in the print media hold true for television and radio. 30

it isn't surprising to learn that much of van kather's journa-

listic success in television can be attributed to the many hours

ere

he toiled in learning newspaper fundamentals while in coll

i

and under the close scrutiny of Frofessor Hizh Sunningham.

assistant professor in the Jommunica-

Mrs., Grace Gilbson, an

tive Arts department, was my journalistic inspiration, the gtim-

5h and til1ll holds

ulating tug that urged me along the way. one held

an undying interest and concern for her students., Fortunately,
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I was one of them. her encouragemont and invaluable agsistance
during the heedle days led to what I believe, of course, to be

one of the finest student newspapers ever to circulate on the

N

P3U campus. ohe wasn't an official s%taff advisor and dign't
want to be, but she was always there answering questions concern-—
ing editorial judgment, typography, unethical and libelous prae-
tices, but mostly just assisting by checking for newspaper basics
in style and content,

It was in 1950 at sam nouston state leachers College that
Rather, an incoming freshman, met dunningham, a graduate of the
dissouri school of Journalism with a master's degree.

Kather attributes to Cunningham much of his early success

in journalism. In his autobiography, rhe Jamera Never Blinks,

Rather recalls his former proressor's hard-nosed teaching prac-
tices. "It was not uncommon to have to rewrite a story as many
as a dozen times before it suited him," said tather, "He would
say, 'l want to know exactly what was said. ireat if fairly.
drite it fast. Get it right and et 1t fast, "

Kather's first jobs in the media were a result of Cunningham's
nearby contacts. He worked as a correspondent for the local

Huntsville I1tem and collected 410 a month stringing for the wire

services. sut it was the vacant slot he filled at radio station

Ksall, nuntsville, that boosted wxather on his way. " was working
at a station where nothing was closed to me. I could do anything

I was big enough to try. this led to some comic crises, but it

was the richest kind of training."

"It was the kind of place where you conuld make a lof of mis-

takes. At one point, in the same week, I was broadcasting the

junior high, high school, college and black high school games,
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I 4id not lack for air time," Aather said.

The station was owned by a Baptist minister, Pastor "ed
Lott, who often ran religious programming. K3Ad was a 250-watt
station, the lowest allowed by the #CC. "It was a three-room
ghack with a tower in the back," said Rather. !le was usually the
only one there from sign-on to sign-off.

One evening, tather decided to put on a long playing Gospel
preaching record and head down to the viary sBar where he often
went for refreshment and a break. "I knew I had to get back by
6:30 to make small talk."

however, an attractive lady who was working there, kept
idather a bit longer than he had intended to stay. ITwenty minutes
later the phone rang and on the other end was a screaming lastor
Lott.

"'Young man,' he roared. Lnave you heard my radio station
any time lately?'" "ijo sir," replied rather. nT, well, 20t
detained here,"

ntyell, you get your butt where you can hear it. “Then you
get back to the station....fix it....and then you're fired,'"

Rather rushed out to the truck and turned on the radio. The

voice of Lott's brother, also a preacher, thundered loud and clear,

"Go to Hell," it roared. "Go to kell." 1t had been playing for
20 minutes, said rather. "lhe record was stuck. Anyone who has
ever lived in a small town can appreciate the impact of twenty

50lid minutes of "Go to tell"™ on the local radio station."
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IT. FOLiCa Bial

Jearly 1,800 serious offenses, including murder, aggravated
assault, burglary, breaxing and entering, larceny and auththeft
were reported in Lumberton during 1973. That's a very high rate
of serious crime for a small city with a population of less than
18,000.

Only four days remained in 1978 when 1 began work for Ihe

Robesonian. Like sdencken, rather and wicker, I was first assigned

to the police beat. iy primary responsibility each morning was
to drive to the police station and sheriff's office, look over
their records of the previous day's activities and report my find-

ings in he Hobesonian under the headline "Off the Blotter."

After only one week of writing for "Off the Blotter," it
didn't take a brilliant mind to realize that Lumberton was indeed
a crime-riddled small city, dorth darolina's own "little Chicago,”
if you will., iy first day on the job, it took the entire mormning,
from 8 a.m. to noon, to wade through the reports of larcenies,
breakings and enterings, arson, traffic accidents, shootings,
and rapes, all everyday OCCUrrences.

Tt wasn't long afterward that I soon began gathering blotter
material at 7 in the morning compensating for inexperience and a
tendency to be slow. peadline for the blotter was 9:30, and
O'Connor didn't like its being turned in much later. Jdortunately,
over the next few weeks my speed increased along with a better
understanding of police jargon and practices which, inevitably,
made the job easier.

Learning to decipher the legal abbreviations which flooded

the offence reports helped. for example, AU meant assanlt on
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females, Bk=breaking and entering and awuoedIT{ for assault with
a deadly weapon with intent to kill. wUI, driving under the
influence of alcohol, was onc of those terms used on reports
and in everyday police jargon. =
fhere was nothing really difficult in working up the blotter,
although it wasn't long after taking over the assignment that
I had a run-in with 4, O. z2rits, Lumberton's police chief, He
pointed out that my findings were reported much to specifically
and often caused problems for detectives and investigating officers,
who said the detailed account of crime would only benefit the
offender and anyone else comtemplating committing these offenses.
oo much information was detrimental he said, and O'UConnor airreed.
Another problem arose and with it a realization that in order
to survive in this business, a reporter must be willing to sep-
arate his emotions from his work. It's almost imperative that
he construct a forcefield of some sort, one that guards against
the appeal for sympathy. 48 cruel as it may sound, I fonnd it
necessary to harden those emotions, to appear arrogant if neces
sary, whatever it took to get the facts and report the truth.
I had just returned from making my regular morning rounds
and was preparing to type the blotter section when I received a
phone call from a middle-aged housewife.
"aTe you the one who does the blottert" she asked, her
voice shaking,
"es, I am, Can I help your" I replied, not realizing the
importance of my offer.
iy name is Jary Jones-fictitious name-and, wzll, I was won-

dering if my name is in the blotter.”

I walked over to my desik and began checring m notes, about
& s my
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halfway down the first page under reported offeunses her name
appearaed. she had been picked up by the police for shoplifting.

found on her person was a blouse, a pair of stockings and a set

of earrings. ¢

!
"Jh, yes mam, uhk, your nanc was on an arrest sheet for shop-

lifting," 1 said.

"sir, please don't put my name in the newspaper,!" she
pleaded. "y husband and children don't know anything about this,
and if they find out I don't know what I will dn." Her voice was

becoming very thin b7 now,
"iell, mam, I don't know if I can do that.!"

Por the next five minutes, .rs. Jones cried and bhegsed me

L

not to report her arcest in tue blotter. I had just aboubt con-
ceded to her wisgh when O'Connor overheard my conversation and
intuitively grasped what was happening. Le motionel me over to
his desk and asked me what the problen was. wvYen [ explained,

he guickly rendered a verdict. Mrrint it," he said. "You've

zot to., If you do Ter a favor then you've ,ob te do it for

everynag else nnd we can't do that. I'm sovry. @wven if ohe was

my own mother, I'c report it."

Ficking up that phone to tell fthat decision to an emotionally-

drained and pathetic woman was one of the hardest things I have

ever had to do. 1 simply didn't have the heart to tell her I

couldn't help. wsut I stiffened my upper lin anyway and explained

thatl if I left her pname out I would have Lo do the same for the

others. Somehow I don't think she ever juite understood my

nogition. she was still pleading her cace when I had to hang up.

Jith each passing morning, the blotiter required less anad

less time eventually beconing only a minor chore. svery now an?




18

then a hot news item would head the blotter material, for example,
the story of an 18-year-old rfairmont girl who committed suicide
by holding a .38 caliber pistol to her heart and pulling the

trigger and a 7-year-old iaxton boy who was shot in the face with

a .410 shotgun by his 9-year-old brother after the two were report-

edly playing cowboys and Indians,

The blotter, for the most part, contained very short, concise
pieces of information with no item containing more than four or
five paragraphs. Yet it was often through my plundering of police
records that I found nlore important news ivems that merited much
more space and time. .y study of the records led to the follow-
ing headlined stories: Child bDies In Accident, high Speed Chase
snds In Wreck and arrest, Lwo Escapees Captured, .stake-Out Brings
surprise Pick-Up, Iowa dlan #aces CJharges In Shooting Incident,
Kidnapping Laid to Shoot-Out suspects and WQ'rooper finds Own wife
Jead In I-95 Accident. (3ee page 47)

Jdy first news story appeared in the ec., 27, 1978 edition,

the day after beginning at rhe .obesonian. It actually fell in

my lap. O'Connor and I were returning from lunch and had almost
reached the newspaner office when a late-model waverick shot past
us followed by the flashing blue light of a highway patrol car.
O'Connor whipped his honda around, and we pursued the action.

3ut it ended only a block away, in front »ni the county jailuouse,

(%}

wnere the driver had rammed his vehicle into the county jail
building. 1t made for an interesting picture which 0O'Connor
took and which appeared with the story. lhe article ran on page
2 under the Leadline, "oriver .rresced After Ramming Vehicle Into

Countly Jail suild.ng." (oee piaje 37, siory o)

I worked only five minuies on this lead: s high-speod
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chase through west Lumberton ended Tuesday afternoon when a
Morga.ton man wammed his '72 sond waverici into the cement Wil
facing the Robeson County Jail." ¢

e beat also included the reporting of fires. And when-
ever it was possible, I would race to the scene and get a pic-
ture of the blaze usually having been alerted by the office
scanner which ran continuously. Ihe largest fire I ever saw
was the one which engulfed the former Fhiladelphus school early
wew Year's day. “he 50-year-old two-story brick building, which
was eventually destroyed, had been closed since 1970, The ar-
ticle appeared as the top story of the January 1 edition and,
much to my dissatisfaction, ran without ny by-line. (see paze 38,

Wencken, lather and wicker each descrives his Dbrief en-

counters with police reporting. 3altimore's lljorning herald
first assig ed .encken to the southern police district where he
spent only a few weeks reporting assaults, fires and drownings.
He was then promoted to the central district, the premier area,
journalistically speaking. sccording to Mencken, the new assign-
ment included harder material like the reporting of murders,
assaults and batteries, street accidents, robberies and suicides.
The first suicide Yencken covered included a young zirl who, says
Mencken, had trusted a preacuer's son too far and then swallowed
poison. ""she looked almost angelic lying on her parlor floor.
It was my first ride with the cops in a patrol-wagon," he wrote.

At the local hospital, dencken writes that he saw legs
amputated, arms torn off, throats cut and eyes gouged out. "It
was shocking for a while, but no more. "

ind on July 28, 1899, ilencken was only 18 when he saw his

first hanging in the yard of the city jail. A large gathering
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of Jjournalists attended the event that featured four hangings.

"The quadruple hangings were the lfancy goods," he wrote.
rather's internship was much shorter covéring only execu-

tions at the state prison in Huntsville, Texas for radio Ztation

LoAM

It was in 1949 that Wicker, reporting for The Jandhills

Citigen, witnessed court actions involving crimes as brutal as
murders and manslaughters as well as the lesser offenses of
batteries and break-ins.

The five months I worked the police beat enabled me to see
close-up the violence which saturates the coverage area of The

Robesonian. The constant reporting of murders, traffic fatal-

ities and suicides, all those stories relating to death begin,

in time, to deaden the senses. Ais a matter of necessity, I learned

not to let it bother me to write such stories. In order to cope
with such a constant stream of disaster, victims and criminals
began to lose their identity; they became just names with ages

and addregses,

’_-!_I
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A Lumberton radio station described it as "the hoopla
surrounding the case of the city and the church parkingélot."
A local businessman was outraged over the incident, and members
of the legal community questioned its legality. The city coun-
cil refused to take the blame while the city's public work
director sat in the hot seat sguirming for a way out. 4and the
city's mayor wavered back and forth in his interpretation of
the incidents. (See pages 39 & 40, stories D & E)

It was my first and only chance at investigative reporting

while at The fopesonian. and like wicker in his early days, T

was fortunate to be exposed to this rarest of training.

Members of The dobesonian news staff said it was the bhiggest

Story of the year, maybe ol several years. and somehow in the
midst of all the confusion, L, the inexperienced reporter
still a student at rsU, suddenly became as much the center of
attention as the story itself.

rublic wWorks virector w., C. "iAed" Baxley had authorized the
use of the city employees and eguipment during regular hours one
morning in .larch to paint division lines and clean up at The
Jhristian mMissionary alliance Church parking lot.

I had taken a photogranh of wsarl williams, clty sign tech-
nician, operating a parking lot striner at the church, ‘ednesday,
darch 7. The picture along with article I Lad written about the
Jity's work ran in Thursday's edition as the lead story.

The article prompted ciivy-wide controversy and inevitabhly
taised this juestion: Could the city, without charge, perlorm

such services on private properiy and thus take business away
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from local contraetorst wrhe city is taking our tax money and

hiring people to give me competition in my pvusiness, " liorace

3ritt, owner of Britt's Lakewood interprises, was quoted as saying.
¢

|

O'Jonnor, like pritt, ppviously didn't think 1v was right.

can still remember his inivisl ceaction over whal ong civy

councilman described as nLumbervon's own little Jatergeate. "
of a

"ie got the city now," he said laughing at tue prospects
pig story. hLe was the hapuiest that day 1 tad ever secn him.

ihy was TIhe iobesonian's newest and greenest reporter

assigned to a story of this magnitude? First of all, H'Jonnor

worked very closely with me offering countless and invaluable
suggestions which strengthened the story. oecondly, it was oy
story; I had broken it, and I was entitled to report it. ictually,

I didn't getv it, it got me. Inu cither case, 1t was mine. I
happened to be in the rightu place at the right time.
70 this day, no one)except, of course, O'Connor anid a few

other staff mempers,ever knew how I had happened onto Lhe story

and the picture.
Councilman Jr. .. Turner said during a city council

Jdonday after the slory appeared: nT can't see

meeting the

now trat picture taker got there on the scene." and at vy

editorial commentator al Kahn told %is listening audience a

weex later, "de do wonder one thing, tuo sli. LiOW did it happen
that the paper's photographer came upon the scene to take 2
pleturey there was no parade...n0 trumpe Lo blarin....Just 4
macoine in a noncongested area. an ideal

subject for an innocent picture? aaybed (;ee page 43)

man operating a small

It all stacted with 4 phone call 10 ggg_dobggggigg Tuesday

afternoon, {arch uv.

(
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was at my desk working on a reature story that Jerry
spivey, anot .er rsU student working part-time at the paper, and
I had been as:igred vo do. Je ry was at the front of the office
reading the sports page, however.

The phone rang. The receptionist walxed over to my desk
and said that there was a man on the otrer end who wanted to talk
to a male reporter, that it didn't matier who he was., I was
busy typing, so0 I hollered to Jerry to take the line. He didn't
hear me., I hollered again, still no answer. So out of frus-
tration, I picked up the phone. "Bob Lenhan. Jday I help yourn

awailting for what probably se:med an eternity to him was the
man most responsible for what was absut to take place, Tom
#icker, in his autobiography, Un. Fress, would have referred to
him as a "whistleblower," an informer who spills the goods on
someone or something. The man on the phone would tell me not
only what the city was planiing to do but when and where it would
happen. I told only O'Coniior the name of my inside source.
3ecause my source prefers to retain his anonymity, I shall call
him "Jtriper," a city employee.

"There's a lot of dirty work going on," said striper. .,

N

The city is going to be striping the iMissionary Alliance Church
parking lot tomorrow morning. 1It's not fair to Lumberton or the
taxpapers. City parking lots necd pa'nting. The last time they
were painted were five years ago."

"well, what time will all ti.is happenty" I asked.

"If you go by about 9 o'clock, you'll be able to take a pic-
ture. Listen, I got to go.r"
"Can I call you back another time somewhere at home maybe% "

striper quickly gave me his home number and then hung up.
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I knew I had something big; I just didn't know quite where
to start,

striper had spoken in a very nervous way, and somehow I
knew that when I began asking juestions I would get some very
apprehensive answers.

I did the only thing I knew to do. I told O'Connor every-

thing. He was still at the office when I finished talking with

striper. '"Taxe tne picture tomorrow morning and then let's
wait and see what happens," O'Connor said.

‘he next morning I was at the Alliance church at 9 o'clock
sharp, with a camera, rarked just a few hundred feet behind the
church was a yellow city pickup truck. 1Iwo menworked the parking
lot, one, a middle-aged white man operating a parking lot striper,
and the other, a young black man, picking up debris.

I walked over to the man operating the striper and asked
him his name and wirat he and his partiner were doing. He said
his name was £arl williams and that Jdr. saxley, public works
director, had assigned him and herman Thompson to clean up and
stripe the church parking lot. he didn't seem to mind the
questions, and when I asxed him if he cared if I tonk a picture
he said, '"Wo, go ahead." It soon became apparent that the city
certainly wasn't trying to hide anything.

saxley told me later that day that rlmer williams, a deacon
of the church, had asked to borrow tne city's striper. saxley
gaid he told williams he would rather send city men along with
the equipment to operate it. what sBaxley did not know, or so
he says, was that a local businessman had quoted the church a

price for the parking lot work nearly three months earlier, It

Baxley did not know, as he contended, then Williams certainly
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wasn't about to volunteer the information. pSaxley would say
later that he had known of the quotes he would have referred
the regquest to t.e council.

I immediately returned to the office and developed E%e
pictures. I had taken about 35 different shots from all angles,
two rolls in all, to make sure I had a good picture. I didn't
want to blow the assignment and have our readers wonder if the
whole incident had been falsely precipitated.

O'Connor then told me a number of places to call and that
I should see Baxley right after lunch and gzet his reaction.
Interview Baxle.? I hadn't really thought about it before. A
lump formed in my throat while sicxly anticipation grabbed my
stomach.,

mgan't I just call him up?" I pleaded. 'ida,ve you would
like to interview him. You would do a better job," I insisted.
iothing doing. It wouldn't work. I would have to go.

Between the time of that conversation with O'Connor and my
anticipated interview with Baxley, the public works director
himself called after getting wind of what was going on. and he
didn't like it in the least.

"Jenham, you got & call on line two,” said O'Connor with a

devilish smile. "It's Baxley."

I could nave croaked. I felt my blood rush to my head. There

was no denying it, I was scared to deati.

Baxley said he wanted to see me immnediately., again I
pleaded with O'Connor. "AW, come on, 1aul, don't you want to Zo
with met It'll be interesting," I said trying to disguise my
fear. sut 0'Connor knew that and he also realized the import-

ance of my maxing the trip on my own. Le was right. I'll never

(
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forget it.

The public works building was only aoout rfive minutes
away by car, hardly enough time to muster any courage. The
moment I walked into the building, the secretary asked foﬁ my
name and then promptly told me idr. Baxley was waiting for me
in his office. It was at that moment that I decided I wouldn't
l1et this scare me. I pulled out my pen and writing pad and
walked into his office prepared to write down every word he had
to say, good or bad.

eedless to say, paxley didn't look the least bit happy
over the present circumstances. Earl williams, the man I had
seen earlier that morning, was also there, obviously also un-
happy. Williams, who nad worked 15 years for the city, was
eventually relieved of his normal duties and assigned to driving
a truck picking up treelimbs. I felt somehow responsible for
that demotion.

Baxley was boiling mad, perspiration dripping off his fore-
nead., "It's real good public relations. we would do anything
to helyv the chursch," Baxley said. "It's helping to promote
Ohristianity, and if we all did this the wholé world would be
better off."

when I returned to the office, O'Connor had already spoken

with Mayor ¢lifford sullard. "rhe City of Lumberton does co-

operate with churcaes, civic and service organizations in helping

to secure equipment not available through private enterprise,"”
he said, but he also admitted that the city should not compete
with private businesses.

A week later we reported that Lumbefton Attorney Mitchell

Baker III had been asked by the mayor to stwdy the le;;ality of
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the public works department's spending public money on private
property.

"If our policies are outside of state law, we want tg
pring them within state law," said sBullard,

Almest three months later when I decided to leave The

iobesonian to attend summer school at kiU, neither the mayor nor

the city council had done anytnins to correct the parking 1ot
jgsue. we had reporved sullard as saying taat he 41dn't expect
+he council to coane to a quick decision on the e uipment 113€
policy. and he was Tigsht.

I suppose a third article was in order, but I lacicedl the time
and experience to continue any follow-up action. I nad my

=]

regular assignments to contend with plus attending ¥sU as a full-
time student.

In the eight days that it took to gataer toe facts and
investigate the truths, 1 learned the importance ol taking care-
ful notes, of not takiﬁg what anyjone sald at face value. It
wasn't unusual Lor the mayor to te1l me one thing and then con-
tradict himself and tell O'Connor something else. and Baxley
I especially mistrusted. Lis own employees I learned, suspected
wim of stealing pipe lines fron the city.

T did attempt to gather information for a third story but
quickly ran istvo a dead end. osince the likely people to inter-
view were city employees, it was to that sroup I directed my
questions. sut the day after the second story appeared, nn one
would talk to me. ey were all afraid pnd o1 'ered the same
explanation, "If I ever talk to you again I could be fired. "
| ssue

I doubt Baxley ever worried over the parking lot is

jtself. I believe what Baxley feared most was an investigation
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of his department resulting from tue negative publicity he had
received in the media. The mayor's appointment of an attorney
to the case indicated tue seriousness of the issue and tnat a
revision of a policy governing the leading of city equipment

and men was in order, that is)if the city ever had such a policy,
which no one was ever quite sure of, and whica had not beesn de-

cided at the time of my departure from The Robesonian.

The nRobesonian was firm in its stand despite pressure from

the city to have the stories canned. 1 believe The Robesonian

acted in the highest professional manner; after all the role of
the newspaper is to serve as a watchdog of governmental act-
ivities, an idea of freedom conceived by our founding fathers,
A8 a Jjournalist it was my responsibility to report, whether
good or bad, the facts about the controversy. The reader has a
right to know. It's my job to keep them informed of those
governmental activities he has no other way of knowing about.
Tom Wicker had a similar experience in his early days wicth

the sandhills Citizen. wrovert ». Mobbs, an aberdeen doctor, had

informed Wicker that a small nearby chemical plant was producing
a fallout of dust hazardous to the health of the workers and their
families. "I had no real sense, in 1949, of the volatility and
importance of the environmental and industrial safety issues, and
I incautiously repvrted Or. ilobb's charges, along with the avun-
cular denials of the plant management, " said wicker,

Mobbs had acguired enough substantiated evidence to indicate
that ODT and other insecticides might be harmful to human heings.

slobbs believed that the death of a local three-year-old girl had

been caused by fallout dust blown out of the plant into the town

by a large fan.

!
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In December of 1948, iobbs had published in the Journal

of the American Medical association an experiment which subjected

rabbits to lindane dust. The rabbits died revealing evi%gnce
of “tissue change similar to that found in the dead child."

Mobbs soon vecame known around aberdeen as a zealot, a man
who made trouble. Townspeople said he had given their town and
one of its industries a bad name.

1pr. Mobbs' charges against Taylor Chemical was my first
encounter with a so-called 'whistle-blower'...liis treatment in
Aberdeen illustrates as well as anything the fregquent necessity
for whistle-blowers to hide their identities-to become 'anon-
ymous éources' protected by a reporter from the vengeance of
their superiors or neighbors or competitor's or peers,'" iicker

wrote in On Press.
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IV, <SaTra, BATdn

I've always been a sports fan. In hign school I lettered
in four sports-baseball, football, basketball and track, %aving
inherited my athletic abilities and interests, [ suppose, from
my father, a sports enthusiast.

50 1t was natural that sports writing would interest me,

I hadn't been at The Robesonian a week when 1 asked Autry, sports

editor, for an assignment. e gladly gave me one loowxin,; for

-

almost anyone who would help him cover the 17 high schools in
the county. Jovering sports events was only done in my leisure.
O'Connor reminded me not to let sports interfere with my normal
duties,

In all, I wrote up only a handful of basketball and baseball
stories, but the work was deligzntful nd refreshing, unlike the
police beat which carried wits it the dirt and pain of the
comaunity.

my first game was in .Jdagnolia where the Trojans were host-
ing the hornets of Littlefield, both small indian schools with
enrocllments of less than 400. 7The gym was small, old and colid,
filled with Indians, s me who looked ready lo tussle. Llany of
the Indian communities in J{obeson county literally hate one
another. rembro:e and rrogspect is pronably the most heated of
rivalries.

I 7ound a nice spot to watch the game from, abvbout mid-court
on the VisiLors)side, on about the third row, It toox awhile to
warm up the ice-cold bench)and I fear;d the vleacher mizht cave

in any moment. It was one of those gym. where the crowd is

seated close to the playing floor, a coach's delight. fhe holl-

ering and enthusiastic support of the crowd often decides the
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outcome, giving the home team that added incentive or what
coaches refer 12 as the home-court advantage.

The story appearel the next day in the sports section
s

of he rnobesonian under the headline, "irojans ially Over Little-

fie}d, 53=-65." It took me almost two hours Lo write my first

svorts account; it wasn't a sinple task. and it toox almost

2% minutes to muster up this lesd: "aary Locklear poured

in 30 points and Thomas Canady added 22 as the magnolia rrojans

overcame a 11-point second juarter deficit in s1ip by the Little-

field nornets, 62-6%, Tuesday nisht." ( ;ee page 41, story )
similarly, iather and «icser each had their turns in report-

int swvorts.  lather's experience was short and sweel, bYrosilcast-

inz football at loaux at ©10 a game while ncting av the achool's

sports information jirector Lor 7 a month.

After bLis internscip with toe Janduills titizen, ‘icker moved

to Lumberton where he became rcgular revorter and telegrarph

editor for The sobesonian eventually o .taining the title of

sports editor.

Robeson uvounty, as Wicker attests, is separated into turee
main groups of peorle--negroes, vpndians and whites. «nd ovaclk in
the early 1950's, when racial conflicu. w ce an everyday occur-

; es, and

rence, everything was segregatie i three ways-theaties, buues,

yes, even the sports section of rLhe_ .iobesonian.

Jicker recalls the uni r_ivanle miotake he made o1 placing

the Indian »useball line score in the slac. sectio,.
"ihe next day a war party marched in, and 1 wzs ready ho
n

crawl under my Jesk," slcser cald,

s star ain't

midister, ' one ol tTuem said. o ooe st owla
nic_ers.' That kind ol lhin, twac ¢, ayoung reporterreal




suppore for accuracy."

ity short stint with sports ultimately led to my being named

sports editor o7 Lhe Laurinbury sxchonge, a uri-weekly based in

B L3 s . . " M el " g‘
Laurinburg, about 40 .lles soulheast O1 TLumberton,

scn of the five journalists emphasized the variety or

w
PO

bhe br
early experiencs, lLiowever, none wis 50 varied as my own., Jer-
tainly, I had my share of bori .., begides exciting and refresh-
ing assignments.

Tf there was one assignment I genuinely despised 1t was the
reporting of town council meetings. rhe second Tuesday and
Thursday of each month fousd me in fowland and of. tauls cov-
eri. g the local city affair..

I especially hated soing to st. rauls, Their mectinzs
would begin av 7:30 p.u. aad, more often t.an not, last until

midni.bkt. They would sometimes discuss an issue Jor hours with-

rut ever making any kind or decision for »r against.
lowlsnd wasn't gquite as bad. They wonld norazlly conclude

business around 9 or 9:30, sut tiey, 100, had a tendency to

spend far too much time talking about tiny, insignificant issues.

the local dog pound .ad picxe? % & stray Irish setter wan-

jering the streets one afternoon. he dog happened to Dbe Dwned

WAS

by a prominent resident who would later contend nis i)

worth 415. osomewhere and somedow i1 transferring the dog from

the pound to the owner's uome, the dog escaped. The owner, then,

in a letter to the council, demanded he be conpensated for tue

town's blunder., Lue council wrestled with the issue for nenrly

three meetings before deciding not to pay the wman for his dog,

for JSear oi selting some sort of precedent, ine whole incident

was ridiculous, The council should nave decided in its first

|
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discussion to deny the request.

But those borin, assijnments were easily for_otten with
more interesting and invigorating oane.:, li.e the armed robber,
and cncaine ¢ nspiracy trial., both »f wh_ch were Lwo déys in
session before I ever began revortiing them.

Tae papsr was without a court reporter or rearly three
wee<s, s0 while O'Connor looked I»r somesne to fill the spnotb,
he assumed the responsibilities, at ti:es, callinz on 1e when it
was impossinle for him to cover a trial.

In the week that I reported the daily coeaine trial, I took
a special liking to the man being prosecuted, James l0bert
Holland, a 25-year-old Lope iWills native. e was my age and
from the general area where I weat to high school.

Wwe often talked outside the court room in between break.,
Two of the men he was involved with had plea bargained and ro-
ceived only two-year sentences. Bobby decided to go the trial
route facing a possible 40-yenr sentence, !.is lawyer was from
diami, where sobby supposedly dealt in the cocaine consjiracy.
The #iamian was very articulate and convincing and had it not been
for an inside informer, prowvably would have gotten sSobby off
the hook. 3ut the jury found him guilty, and there was no deny-
iig he was involved.

On the day of senteicing 1 lost my wallet and had no idea
where it was. 1 was in a hurry to get back to court and hear the
judgment. when I walked into the court room, one of 3Zobby's
relatives approached me and handed me my walleb. she said zobby
had found it in the bench where I nad been recording my notes of
the trial, Jot a single doll:ar of the 40 was missing.

Maybe it's notliing but it touched me emotionall,. o wuore

167380 J
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than 10 minutes later, Judge .nthony srannon sentenced 3obby 1o
12 years in prison and fined him 46,000. It was a crushing blow
for Bobby, his family, and for me, despite my attempt not to get
involved in this assignment. (see pazge 4%, story G) y

Writing features, like sports, was gencrally a welcomed
reprieve from the reporting of local crime. Ay first feature
assignment was a story about dAobeson Jounty's firust female de-
puty, srs. Jdaria Lowery, wife and mother of a 17-year-old langh-
ter.

she seemed to me very professional and no less a deputy
just because sie was a woman. Jhe wore a .38 detective special
strapped to her hip and dressed in the regulation two-lone LI ¥n
aniform. I got the O.x. from sheriff lubery stone one alilernosn
to rile in the patrol car with hner. wothing mucn haprened on
the Tembrokxe route except a coulrle ol rout.ne calls on worthless
checks and petoy larcenies, 3But i1 was still a first-hand

glinpse ir the daily routine of the life of a nmew kind of county

law official. (wvee page 44, story i)
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Closing kemarks

My beginning experience as a news reporter cloself
paralleled that of five leading journalists--Henry Mencken,
Lincoln Steffens, Eric Sevareid, Dan Rather and Tom Wicker--
in a variety of reporting and photographic assignments; sports,
police news, feature writing and investigative reporting. The
varied experience allowed me to work in nearly every department
of the newsroom while under the watchful eye of Paul 0'Connor,

news editor of The Robesonian. His guidance, loyalty to the

Journalism profession, and personal interest in my journalistic
well-being proved invaluable during my short stint at The

Kobesonian. Without him, the experience would have been

substantially less rewarding.

Fortunately my journalistic training at Pembroke State
University had prepared me for an undertaking of this magnitude.
My pursuit of a bachelors degree in communicative arts with a
contract in journalism, no doubt, had prompted an invitation
from 0'Connor to work for The Robesonian.

After five months at The Robesonian and spending countless hours
in preparing this project, I feel 1 have acquired first_hand
knowledge of the work and experiences of a beginning journalist--
the dead lines, the gathering of information, the need for speed and
accuracy, the discipline of writing briefly and concisely,

the anxious moments, the loves, the hates, and so much more.

I'm indebted to so many people who have literally pushed

me along the way, teachers like Grace Gibson and Paul O'Connor
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who believe I have the potential to become a good, sound journ-
alist.

The most important lesson 1 learned was not how to ask a
pointed question or when to take a picture, but rather
realizing the potential that'these experiences collectively
can have in pursuit of a journalistic career.

Without question, my experiences at The Robesgonian are
priceless. Only years from now will I be able to measure their

true worth.
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Late Evening Fire In Rowland

Fire-Setting Spree A

Sweeps Area

By BOB DENHAM
AND
LYNNETTE B. LYNN
Robesoninn Stalf Writers

Ninoteen fives which ave sid to ""heve been
dellberately sel in a systematic pattern
swepl through Robeson County during a four
hour perlod Sunday night and burned to the
ground numerous abandoned bulldings.

The fires were reported in the Midway,
Maxton, and Evans Crossroads areas.
Pembroke police dispatcher Harris Strickland
sald most of the fires were reported from 6:30
to 9:30 Sunday night.

Fire departments from Rowland, Prospect
and Evansvllle answered the calls which
Strickland sald were belleved to be due to
Indian unrest over alleged beatings by the

Highway Patrol. No Injurles were reported troversial treatment of Lumbee Indians by the

N.C. Hlghway Patrol.

during the evening blazes.

County deputles are seeking the occupanta of _ The meeting held ot Pembroke Junlor High
a white van at two of the fires. Evans School, urged a nonviolent approach to sattle
Cronwronds Flee Chiot Robert Lockloar, whose problema with the patrol.
department responded to four of the fires, suld  Bruce Jones, director of the N.C. Com-
the sheriff’s department had found evidence at mission of Indian Affairs, said today he had
tour of the fires where tire tracks and foot- just heard of the flres through the Lumberton
prints matched. office, and said,” I thought the rally was

. ' ful and that the people of Robeson were

It's been quite a hectic night,” dispatcher BYCCESS

Strickland sald. “There were so many, one ;:mng ) W°l‘;k with the Commsslon through
right after another, I couldn't tell you where ‘¢ Proper channels.
they all were. It looks llke somebody just  Jones sald he did not know enough about the
mapped It out before they started and knew fires to attribute them to the unrest here.
just what they would hit.” ' Bobby Chavis of the Lumbﬁrtnn office of

The fires occurred less than 24 hours after a 1ndlan Affairs sald he thinks'someona just

wide turday night of over wanted to glve us some bad publicity.”
e e N o tho con. 10t bellove that thefires had anything to

FIRE SPREE AROUND COUNTY

Police belleve arsonists were responsible for arash of blaze occured on the Sinclair Farm, Rt. 1, Rowland at
18 f{ires which swept the county Sunday night. This about9:30. (Denham Photo)

do with the unrest,” Chavls sald. *This same
thing happened over the Christmas holidays.
The meeting Saturday night was to curb such
actlon, and I think it was successful.”

The Saturday night mooting waa called by
concerned citizens and the Commismsion of
Indlan Affalrs after the third alleged beating
of an Indlan by a state trooper here in Robsson
County.

The rally was called to raise funds for the
legal defense of Tony Blue and Terry Locklee
— Lumbees who were allegedly ‘“‘un-
necessarlly beaten" by state troopers,

Six guest spelkers encouraged the psople to
handle the affair through proper charmels.
They sald Herbert Hyde, director'of the N.C.
Dept. of Crime Control, “ls ‘willlng to work
with us”” -
(See ‘G’ on Page 2y

Trueck Damaged
At Local Plant
By Sudden Blaze

A 1978 bluc-and-white Ford
pickup truck caught fire early
Wednesday morning outside
Pembroke, damaging the
entlre Interlor, a security
guard at “The Houslng by
Vogue Plant,” said.

The truck’s owner, Carlton
Hrnyboy of Stnte Rond 1689,
Pembruke, was reporied
warming his vehlcle when he
went inside for some packages
he was to dellver. When he
returned to hls truck, he found
it ablaze.

Night dispatcher Teddy
Jacobs recelved the call and
reported Lo the Pembroke Fire
Department.
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The Ones That Didn’t Get Away

Stake-Out Brings

By BOB DENHAM
Robesonlan Staff Writer

Law officials who staked out
a home in Union Chapel
Monday afternoon never found
the woman they were looklng
for. After searching the home,
they found instead, an 18-year-
old Lumberton youth who had
escaped from a youth center in
Nash County seven nonths
ago.

Glenn Lowry of RL. 3, Box
932, was arrested by State
Trooper Hubert Covington and
County Deputy Tommy Rogers

after belng found hiding in a
closet.

According to Covington, he
and Rogers were staked out-
side the Union Chapel home
looking for Kathy Sampson who
had been charged with damage
to personal property.

“We had no Idea that Lowry
was in there,” Covington sald
shaking his head.

Covington had once before
tried to apprehend him. I had
seen him driving on rural
paved road 1631 in early
February,” he sald. "I didn't

&
Surprise Pick-Up

know who it was then but I was
going to stop the vehicle for a
possible driving under the
influence charge.”

Covington said he got close
enough to recognize the driver
as Lowry but then the vehicle
took off across some cornfields
and stopped Just before running
into a swamp. Covington saild
he caught the three passengers
but Lowry got away.

Lowry, who was serving two
18-month sentences con-
currently on two counts of

larceny, escaped from the
Richard T. Fountaln Youth
Center In Rocky Mount on Aug.
15, according to Superintendent
Lattle Baker.

Lowry escaped from a
holding unit while awaiting
trial. Lowry’s initial larceny
charge carrled with it a
probationary charge. The
probation was revoked when he
was charged with a second
count of larceny.

Lowry now faces two
separate charges of escape.

Two Escapees Captured

By BOB DENHAM
Robesonian Staff Writer

Two men who escaped a
deputy's escort while being
transferred from the cour-
thouse to the county jail were
apprehended Monday af-
Lernoon by deputies, city police
and private citizens.

Ricky Cummings, 20, of
Newlon Grove and Charles
Christian, 16, of the Bronx, New
York, were arrested less than
two hours after escaping out
the back door of the cour-
thouse.

Cummings and Christian,
who were jailed earlier on
charges of auto larceny and
armed robbery, respectively,
were returning from
prelimlnary hearings when
they made their geloway, a

spokesman for the sheriff's
department vaid.

‘The two men and several
other prlson Inmates were in
custody of Deputy Jimmy
Sessoms while returning from
district court proceedings.
According to one deputy,
Sessoms and the Inmates took
the elevator down from the
second floor of the courthouse
to the basement where the
sheriff’s department 15 located.
When the elevator door opened,
the two men broke Into a run
and escaped out the back door,
the spokeman sald.

According to the, report,
Sessoms, who was unable to
follow the two men because of
the other Inmates in his
custody, immedlately relayed
the Incident to the radlo

dispatcher.

I.ess than 20 minutes later,
deputles Eivin Freeman,
Thurman Miltchell, Jimmy
Sessoms and a Lumberton
police  officer captured
Christian hiding behind &
warehouse on Walnut Street,
some foyr or flve blocks from
the courthouse where he
escaped.

According to Freeman, he
and the other deputles were
alerted by citlzens who sald
they had spotted a man fltting
Christian's description in an
area near Chestnut and Walnut
streets.

The three deputles and the
pollce offlcer arrlved near the
Lumberton Knit Warehouse
simultaneously. Freeman said
they spotted Christlan running
behind the warehouse and
across some rallroad tracks
where they  eventually
surrounded Christian.

Sessoms returned Christian
to the Maglstrate's office while

NUSSTE
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Freeman and the other
deputies continued their search
for Cununings.

According to Freeman, local
residents again helped when
they told him that a man [itting
the Curnmings’ description was
seen running down Chippewa
St. past the Pepsl Plant & mile
away from where he made his
escape.

Freeman said Cummings
fled Into an area fooded from
the weekend's rains. Freeman
said he borrowed a pair of hip
boots from a nearby cltizen and
waded through the flooded area
where Cummings was last

seen.

Freeman sald he walked up
on a hill and then spotted
Cummings approximately 10
feet away lylng behind a pile of
dirt,

According to Freeman,
neither of the two escapees
resisted arrest after being
caught.

A LUMBERTON POLICEMAN peers in the window of the 1972 Maverick John Murphy Brown is charged with
driving into the countly jail. Brown, sealed in the stale patrol car wlith Trooper A. J. Beason, was charged
‘Tuesday with reckless driving and failing Lo stop for a blue light and slren. (0’Connor I'holo)

Driver Arrested After Ramming

Vehicle Into County Jail Building

A high-speed chase through
West  Lumberton ended
Tuesday ufternoon when a
Muorganton man rammed his
‘72 Ford Maverick into the
cement  wall  fucing  the
Robeson County Jail

John Murphy Brown, 39, was
apprehended on the s

later charged with reckless
driving while under the In-
fluence of narcotlc or other
drugs and for failure to stop for
a blue light and siren,

State Trooper A. J. Beason
chased Brown for unearly three
miles, Beason said he first
spolted Brown on the Maxton
Road near the prison camn sa

Brown traveled In the olher
direction.

Brown was clocked at 88 mph
in a 5 miles an hour zone,
Beason sald.

Brown later crashed into the
front of the Jailhouse after
belng pursued by Beason down
W. Flith, Wa‘er and Sixth

qtroote

According to Beason, Brown
meant o go into the jalthouse.
“Brown sald he was lookIng for
his camera and that nobody
would lielp him In Pembroke so
he ecnme to Lumberton.”

Brown wus later released
and pluced into the custody of
his first cousln William R.

LT AR TN
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Trojans Rally Over Littlefield

By BOB DENHAM
Robesonian Staff Writer

MAGNOLIA . Gary
Locklear poured in 30 points
and Thomas Canady added 22
as the Magnolla Trojans
overcame a 1l-polnt second
quarter deflcit to slip by the
Littlefield Hornets, 68-65
Tuesday nlght.

The Hornets held a 21-11 first
quarter lead only to see It
dwindle to a mere flve points at
half time. The Hornets were out
to sting Magnolia as the taller
Liltlefield tecum dominated
both boards In the ficst quarter

But il was Gary Locklear's
ability to penetrale the Hornets

First Sports Stories

zone defense as 20 of his 30
points came on lay-ups. His
play  eventually pulled
Magnolia withln atrlking
distance in the third frame.

Holding a 30-19 lead with 5:36
left in the flrst half, Littlefleld
went cold as they were out-
scored 168 before the half,
Canady and Locklear
capitalized on the Hornets’ cold
streak by combining for 14 of
the last 16 points Magnolia
scored in the first half.

[.ittlefield’s Anthony Monroe
held the hol hand for the
Homety in Lhe first half ag he
scored 12 points from 10 and 15
feet out

BY BOB DENHAM
Robesonian Staff Writer
The Magnolia Trojans easily
caplured their lenth win of the
year breezing by the Parkton
Bruins 80--58 in Friday night
high school action, The

dynamic duo of Thomas*

Canady and Gary Locklear
cumbined for 47 poiuts to lead
the Trojans

The six-fool Canady
demonstrated his superiorlty
on hoth ends of the court as he
grabbed countless rebounds,
made several steals and
knocked in 28 points to lead the
Trojans. Locklear com-
ilimented the effort by
penetrating the Bruing defense
with his dazzling moves Lo the
baskets with nearly all of his 19
points coming on lay-ups.

But il was the flerce full court
pressire of the Trojans which
baffled the Bruins, The rowdy
defense caused 18 Parkton
lurnovers as they built thelr
lead throughout the evenlng.

Magnolla Jumped quickly to
a 60 lead on layups by
Locklear, Canady and Grady
Spears. The Bruing knotted the
score al G-all on jumpers by
Carl  MeCormick,  Lonnle
Adnms and a lny-up by Willie

Magnolia Captures

Dozier. But the Bruins could
only manage four more points
during first quarter play. The
Trojans cruised to a 22-10 first
frame lead on long-range
jumpers by Canady coming
from 10, 12 and 20 feet out.

Down by 12, the Bruins
mounted an altack which saw
the Magnolia lead dwindle to
just six points with 3:04 left in
the first half. McCormick
scored six of his 11 points and
Jim Simpson added 10 of his 12
points during second quarter
play to spark the attack. But
Lhe Trojan horse began to roll
again. Magnolia outscored
Parktan 148 down the stretch
and went into the locker room
with a 47-33 lead.

Although Parkton played
Magnolia even during third
quarter play, they were clearly
oulmatched in the final
quarler. The Trojans wasted no
time increasing their lead to 28
points with 5:35 left in the
game. Magnolla's full court
pressure caused Parkton to
turn the ball over six times In
less than Lhree minutes
Gy stole two  passes In
early fourth quarter setlon and
fed off to Locklear to score on

At the start of the second
half, both teams traded early
baskets hefore Magnolia was
able to score five straight
points to pull within four with
2:25 remalning In the third
quarter,

Littletleld’s Charlie Roller
scored six of the Hornets’ 10
third quarter points, hitting on
three easy lay-ups with an
assist from Ronnle Revels. It
was Magnolia’s team effort and
determination which saw
Littlefleld's lead disappear at
the end of Lhe quarter.

Locklear hit on jumpers from
12 and 15 feet out while Bobby
Jones hit a 12-footer from the
right corner and drew a charge
to spark the Trojans' third
quarter surge,

Alter gaining the lead, the
Trojuns never Lrail d, although
Littleficld stayed close behind.
At the start of the fourth
quarter, both teams again
traded baskets until Lit-
tlefield's forward Roller
converted on a threc-point play
to cut Magnolia's lead to 63-61
with 2:24 remaining,

With a little over a‘minute to
play, Magnolia went into a
deliberate offense looking Lo
the middle for an easy shol,
And it did open, but only once.
Revels knocked the ball away
from Magnolia’s Canady and
Roller scooped it up to score on
alay-up Lo tie the game at 65 all
wilth 1:25 remaining in (he
game. Thalt was Littlefield's
lagl seore,

Win Over Parkton

easy layups. Johnny Davis also
stole the ball, passed off to
Bobby Jones who gave it back
to Davis for a 10-fool jumper.
Canady connected on 6 of 9
from the free throw line In the
final quarter and Tracy Brewer
added four points Lo stop the
Bruins

Olher scorers for Magnolia
were Davis with seven and
Jones with six.

Parkton was lead by Willle
Dozier with 13, Simpson with 12
and Williams and McCormick

(9]

At 1 minute Locklear was
fouled. He made one of two free
throws to give Magnolia a slim
66-65 margin.

Littlefield then took the ball
down-court with Roller missing
a 10-footer from the left corner
with 32 seconds left on the
clock. But the Hornets wouldn't
give up. Canady of the Trojans
again had the ball knocked
away by Revels and Littlefield
set up for the final shot. The
biggest play of the gaime came
for Magnolia’s Johnny Davis
when he blocked James Scllers’
shot with 11 seconds remaining.
Canady came up with the ball
for Magnolia.

After a time out, Canady was
fouled with one second
remaining. He hit both shots to
ice the game for the Trojans.

Littlefield was led by Roller's
22 puinly und Monroe added 14.
Whitted and Sellers each had
six, Carter, seven and Neal,
two.

Other scorers for Magnolia
were Davis with six, Jones with
five, Spears with five, and
Brewer with two.

Magnolia is now 85 and will

BOYS VARSITY
Ulllletteld (65) — Roller ‘72, Revels 8,
Whitled &, Monroe 14, Sellars 6, Neal 2,
Carler 7
Magnolia (88) ~ Canady 17, Davis 6,
Jones 5, Locklear 10, Spears 3, Brewer 7
GIALs
Linietield 2 610 6-24
Magrolla 12 10 8 1545

Lilllefledd (24)- Leigh 2, Risen &, ,

Lowery &, McGirt 1, G. Ard 5, Carler 1,
Wilkins 2, R Ard 2

Magnolia (45) Freeman 13, Hardin ¢,
Lacklear 8, Lowry 9, Chavs 2, Bracks 2,
Bell 2

v

Litlfetield 0WN2e 2 1
Magnolia B 7817 35

Littletleld (32} Huyan 9

Magnolia {J5) Oxendlne 18

who had 11 aplece. ’

Regina Miller hit 48 polnts,
her greatest total this season,
as the Lady Bruins defeated the
Lady Trojars of Magnolla 78-48
here Friday night.

Jacobs added 16 for the Lady
Bruins. Lowery led Magnolla
with 20 points. Parkton's glrls
are now 11-2 for the year.

Magnolia is now 10-7 on the
year and will travel to Nakina,
Tuesday. Parkton falls to 1-12
and will host Falrgrove the
same day.
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Prospect Rallies

From 2-0 Deficit

Cats Subdue Tryon

By ROB DENHAM
Robesonian Staff Writer

PROSPECT-Wilh  blacke-
ning thunder clouds lurking
nearby, there was doubt the
game would go all seven in-
nings. But the weather held up
just long enough for Prospect’s
Eric Collins to deliver his own
shower on Tryon's hitlers

Colling struck out 13 as Lhe
Cals rallied behind his 3-hit
pitching to defeat Tryon's
Tigers 6-2 Wednesday and
advance to the 1-A state finals
for the second consecutive
year

“He was the best pitcher we
have seen Llhis year,” said
Tryon Coach Sleve Aldred
whose Tigers came into
Wednesday's game boasting a
14-1 record,

For the third consecutive
tune in playoff games, eight of
the last nine outs were inade by
strike outs — victims of Collins'
fast and curve balls. With rain
threatening in the top of Lhe 7th,
Collins quickly fanned the last
three Tryon hitters to end the
game

Collins, who knotched his
J0th career win, cxperienced
some irouble by giving up four
walks and hitting one batter in
the fourth. “I thought Evic was
struggling a bit; he wasn't as
strong today,” Coach James
Howard Locklear said.

Both teams felt the playoff
pressure, committing three
errors apiece. "I was very
disappointed over our errors,’

I ark

Locklear said. “ll's the Ffirst
time our leam has done this,”

‘I'ryon scored first in the top
of the second on an error by
second  baseman  Bobby
lLocklear. He was unable lo
hold a lhrow from third
paseman Terry Bullard for a
force out at second, Brian
Counts then scored as Lhe ball
went into the outfield

I'ryon gol two of their three
hits in the thicd on singles from
Wayne Horne and Dennis
McBride but were unable to
bring anyone home after
Collins struck oul Counts to end
the inning.  Collins did not
allow a hit after the third in-
ning, bul nevertheless gave up
an unearned run in the fourth
after he hit lead off batter Gary
Walker with a pitch. Walker
advanced to second on a bunt
by Davle Edwards. Edwards
was called safe at firsl after
second baseman Locklear
dropped the throw from Collins
while covering first. Walker
finally scored from third on a
sacrifice fly to right field from
Bruce Butler,

‘Trailing 2-0 in the bottom of
the fourth, Prospecl finally got
cranked up, scoring three runs
while taking advantage of two
Tryon errors on one hit,

Collins led off the inning with
infield hit. With a man on
second and no outs, Lynn
Locklear struck out but Tryon
catcher Barry Skipper dropped
the ball and was forced to

throw Lo first for the oul, First
haseman Butler arrived al Lhe
bag late and locklear was
called safe

Darrell l,ocklear walked,
loading up lhe bases for Ben-
ey Locklear’s line drive to the
shortstop. But Dennis McBride
dropped Bentley's line shot for
Lhe inning's second error and
irospect scored their first run.
The Cats scored two more
limes before Wayne Horne
struck out Gary Brayboy to end
Lhe inning

Prospect scored again in the
fifth after designated hitter
+Lynn Allen Locklear led off the
inning with a triple over the
tight fielder's head and then
scored on Cullins' ground shol
Lo second base.

With time running out and
the clouds growing darker,
‘Tryon could nol buy & run
Collins' hol hand stifled an
attempt in the fifth after one
man reached base on another
Prospect error and another
walked Walker went down
swinging to end the inning and
Lhe Tigers last serious threat

Tryon's ace pitcher, Wayne
Horne, who sported a 8-1 record
into Wednesday's contest, got
his feathers ruffled in the sixth
when he gave up two hils, three
walks and two more runs

After Carlton Cummings led
off with a single to right field,
Horne then walked Terry
Bullard and Ronnie Sanderson
to load the bases. Gary

More Sports

Brayboy, who was the only
player on either side to collect
two hits, bunted safely to bring
in the Cats fifth run. Prospect
scored its last run when Horne
walked desginated hitter
Locklear.¢:

‘‘We thought Horne threw the
ball well but he was not as fast
a5 we belleved," Locklear sald.
"When we put a llttle pressure
on him, he got wild,”

Prospect hit the ball well but
most of the time right at
somebody. "‘We felt we would
hit him (Horne) svoner or
later; we were just hoplng the
hits would begin falling In,”
Locklear sald.

Prospect will host elther
Jamesville or Midway June 7,8
& 9 for the state champlonship.
The Cats dropped two straight
Lo Lucama last year ih the state
championship series.

What does this squad have
over last year's ball team?
'Experience, even though we
don’t have the hitters we had
last year,” Locklear says. “We
are mentally prepared and
we'll be hard to beat.”

After it was all over, the
Tigers of Tryon quietly
gathered up their gear, quickly
loaded the bus and reluctantly
began a long and palnful four
and one-half drive back home.
For the Tryon Tigers had
become just another statistic
and one of many that had
battled one of the state’s best 1-
A baseball teams and lost.

By BOB DENHAM
Robesonlun Staff Writer

. ROWLAND-If they were out
to prove something, they
ertainly did it with excellent
ﬁitching, hitting and flawless
defensive play

} The Parkton Bruiny, behind
e Hhree-hit pltehing of Buzzy
fnenell, stuined o [Palrgrove
cam nfter collecting nine hits
nd came from behind in the
rauer innings to upset the
",vm"\ 4-2 in 1-A tournament

ilivy
Il big story was ace right-
Jmnder Parnell who  after
wilfering from a soro grm most
W the vogular season tmed the
Jenra on Chree hits, steiking oal
ne and walking only three

1 Bulitseenied Paroell i the
fllrul-l Lwere In for anothor long
afteriwon m FFalrgrove guickly
Jumped ol Lo a 240 lead n the
first inning scoring on singles
thy Timmy Hunt, Evan
Pavenport and Kenneth
Graham. The Falrgrove bats
pere tever heard fron for the
regt af the allernoon.
Parkion's first score came in
Ihe g of the fourth on a

queslionable play which saw
Scott Darden steal home and
Craig Hall, who was the batter,
«called out after he apparently
interfered with Frlrgrove's
cateher Tay Oxendine’s at-
fempl to log Darden ot the
plate.

" The Bruing pushed  acrogs
two more runs In lhe fifth to
sovercoine Fairgrove's slim 2-1
" lead on singles by E. G. Smith,
:Theodore Lilly and Parnell.
{Doug Thompkins who replaced
Parnell as baserunner stole
tsecond and then scored on a
‘error by Fairgrove's third
ibaseman who was unable to
come up with a ground shot
dellvered by Darden.

After addlng an insurance
mn in the seventh, Parkton
sielling an upsel, were not to
be dented as Parnell added the
-Bears Eugenc Blue, Jeff Hunt
‘and Jeffrey Hunt to his
Istrikeout column to end the
(game.

Prospect-6
Maxton-4
HOWLAND For the
conference §-A chmmpions,
spect Cals, Wednesday

!Juilvrumln‘s battle  with  the

Maxton Eagles was no picnlc,
but they prevailed for a 64 win
to advance to loday's finals
with the upstarl Parkton
Bruins

Prospect took an early but
short-lived lead in the bottom
hall of (he third lonlng after
‘Ronnic Sanderson reached first
onan error by first baseman R,
Strickland and then scored
from second on a double to left
field by Eric Collins

But Maxton quickly bounced
back in the top of the fourth
scoring three runs on only one
hit. Southpaw Bentley Locklear
never really found the strike
zone as he pitched erratically
at times, giving up 11 walks In
sIx innings, gix of thein coming
In the fourth when he walked In
three of Maxton's four runs,

Truillng 3-1, Prospect got in
the runs back in the bottorn of
the fourth when the Cats scored
three times on four hits on
singles by Bentley Locklear,
Carlton Cummings, Bobby
Locklear and double by Gary
Brayboy which scored two
,runs

Bentley, forgetling he ever
had a control problem,

ton TU’pS@ES Fairgrove

blistered Maxton batters In the
fifth, striklng out E. Smith, M.
MeDaniel, and W. Blue — to
retire the side.

But Maxton tled it four ali In
the sixth when R. MecDanlel
scored after catcher Cum-
mings flelded a bunt hit with
bases loaded and threw to firat
base for the out.

The Cats finally caged the
flying Eagles in the bottom of
the sixth when they again
collected four hits in one Inning
and scored the declding runs.

Collins came in for relief of
Bentley in the seventh striking
,out R. McDanlel to end the
Jame and record a save.

Prospect plays Parkton

todny al 4 p.m.
Vo kion 000 1301 490
I aligruve 700 000 0—2 3 )

Michers A Catchers: (W) Buzty Parnell
and Scoll Brown. (L) Jeff Lewls snd Ray
Oxendlne; Bobby Ransom In rellet for
Lewls In fop of sth

LH: Scoll Brown 2:3. Theodore Lllly 2.4,

Records: Parklon ¢.12. Falrgrove 134

Maxton 000 201 0~ 3 |
Prospect 001 302 x—4 10 1

Plichers & Calchers: (W) Bentley
Locklear and Carlton Cummings; (S) Eric
Collins in rellef for Locklear In top of 7th
(L) A McDonald and W. Blua

LH: Eric Coltins 14 Gary Brayboy 21
Carllon Cymmings 73

Records: Maxion 612 Prospect 114
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Holland Given 12-Year
Term In Cocaine Case

By BOB DENHAM
Hobesontan Staff Writer

James Robert Holland, 25,
was sentenced to 12 years in
prison and fined $6,000,
Thursday afternoon, after
being convicted of two cocalne
charges by a Robeson County
Superior Court jury.

The jury dellberated for less
than 30 minutes before
returning gullty verdicts on
charges of conspiracy to
possess cocaine, and
possesslon of cocaine with the
intent to sell and deliver.

Both cocalne charges could
have carried a maximum of 20
years and a $20,000 fine.

Before sentenclng, defense
attorney Michael Tarkoff,
speaking in behalf of Hollandy,
told Judge Anthony Brannon
that Holland, whether found
gullty or not, wanted to return
to his job at Lumberton Motors
as a body painter.

Although Holland and his
wife were not legally

Debut As A Court Reporter

Key Drug Trial Witness Puzzled
Over Source Of Expense Payments

By BOB DENHAM
Robesonian Stalf Writer

A key prosecutlon witness in
the cocaine possesslon trial of
James Robert Holland has uo
idea of hls mailing address or
who 1s paylng his llving ex-
penses.

Voyd Mitchell Faulk testified
Friday that the last time he
held, as the defense termed it,
‘‘a legal job,” was sometlme in
1978 when he worked with his
uncle for about two weeks.

In April, 1978, Faulk was
arrested and charged with
possession of narcotics and
conspiracy to sell heroin and
valiums, He was released on
$10,000 bond, but Faulk doesn’t
know who posted that bond. All
he did was glve his signature

His release took place after
he had been seelng Detective
Garth Locklear, Faulk sald.

“T had no idea T would get out

of jall. The day I got out was a
big surprise to me,” Faulk
testified.

The defense asked Faulk if he
had thought that by
cooperating with law officlals
he would receive a lesser
judgment after the Holland
trial.

Faulk said he dldn't know
whether or not he would, but he
had hoped it would reduce his
sentence. He said no one had
promised any such agreement.

A recorded tape conversation
between SBI agent Mary Ellen
Shepp and Faulk was played
before the jury as evidence
against Holland. In the
recording Faulk can be heard
calling his hormne in Lumberton
from a motel in Florida. Faulk
told the agent that he and the
others, Including Holland, were
staylng at a motel. He told
them they were preparing to
leave with the cocalne. He and

another man would travel 19
and Holland and his friend
would fly back.

Shepp told Faulk, as heard in
the recording, to be sure to
make their stopovers in
Jacksonville, Fla. and
Florence, S.C.

The cocalne was carried in a
brown sachel bag on the front
seat of the car. They were told
to run the air conditioner on
high in order to preserve the
cocaine, Faulk testified.

They were arrested on July
11, as they traveled north on I—
95, south of Lumberton.

In earller trlal action on
Friday morning, a shotgun,
three pistols, a hot-hox to test
cocaine and a fuzzbuster were
introduced into evidence.

Holland was arrested, along
with two other men, on July 11,
1978, as they drove along I-95,
south of Lumberton.

The state will contend that
the guns and other equipment
entered into evidence this

morning were selzed in the
arrests of Holland and the two
other men.

The trial was delayed for
several hours, Thursday af-
ternoon, as Judge Anthony
Brannon ruled on the ad-
missability of several tape
recordings.

Brannon allowed three tapes
to be entered Into evidence and
the jury heard one of those
tapes, which is purported to be
a conversation between
Hollend and an undercover
agent, Thursday afternoon.

Voyd Mitchel Faulk, who
worked as an undercaver agent
in the case, testifled Thursday
that Holland was involved in
the planning of the cocaine
sale, He said Holland was in-
volved as early as July 15.

Faulk testlfled the group
bought the cocaine in Miamli,
Floride, and that they were
transporting it to Lumberton.

The trial is expected to last
into next week.

Armed Robbery Trial Witness
Says Defendants Threatened Him

By BOB DENHAM
Robesonian Staff Writer

A prosecutlon witness in the
armed robbery trial of John
Davis and Robert Brown
testifled In the jury's absence
Thursday that he had been
threatened by the defendants
during an early afternoon
recess.

Assistant District Attorney
Woodberry Bowen stormed into
the courtroom following the
afternoon recess and said his
witness, Michael Smith, was
told by the defendants that he
could be charged wlith belng an
uccessory after the fact if he
testlfied agalnst them.

Michael Smith lmmedlately
took the stand and testitled he
had spoken with the defendanta
during the recess.

“They asked what 1 was

going to do. I told them I was a
witness for the state,”” Smith
sald. The defendants told Smith
that if he took the stand and
told the court that he had
palnted the car used in the
getaway he could be an ac-
cessory after the fact, ac-
cordlng to testimony by Smith.
John Davis and Rebert
Brown are charged with the
July 26, 1977 attempted armed
robbery of the North of the
Border cigarette shop, located
just inside the North Carolina
state llne, off I-85, A third man,
Horace Stevens, was convicted
of the crlme in 1977,
According to
testimony, three black

ear’ler

Lad

The robbery attempt was
Interrupted when an unex-
pected customer drove up,
walked up to the shop, and
screamed at flrst sight of the
gunman. A son of the store's
operator quickly jumped up,
grabbed a .22 pistol and fired at
the fleeing robbers.

Superior Court Judge
Anthony Brannon ordered
tighter courtroom security
following the conversation
between Smi.i and the
defendants during the recess.

Brannon said no handbags
would be allowed In the
courtroom for the remainder of
the trial and that all spectators,
Including females, were sub-

males, one carrying a gun,
entered the clgarette shop and
demanded to know the
whereabouls of n safe.

ject to search. Spectators and
witnesses for both the defense
and state were ordered to
vacate the first flve rows of the

courtroom.

Judge Brannon told the court
he had been Informed by the
Robeson County Sheriff’s Dept.
that a lock had been tampered
with and a panel loosened In the
room where the defendants
stayed during recesses.

Maximum securlty was also
ordered by Brannon for the
defendants.

During second day
testlmony, Larry Davis, son of
the store’s operator, Joyce
Dickens, told the court that
after flring at the robbers, two
of the three made a getaway In
a car located in front of the
shop.

Larry Davis testifled his
brother, Jeff Davis, was out the
front door of the shop flrst
carrying a shotgun. Larry

(See C on Page 13)

separated, they had not been
Uving together the past month,
Tarkoff sald a major reason
Holland had moved from Hope
Mills to Lumberton since hls
arrest was because his wife had
encouraged him te meddle in
illegal practices because “‘it's
good money.”

The defense sald Holland
would make his best lving at
the body shop and that the job
would provide him with a
comfortable living.

Tarkoff said that even If
Holland was the connection In
Miami that the connection
without Jim Bullard's money
was worthless. He sald one with
money can find a connection.

Tarkoff told Brannon that
had it not been for Bullard,
Holland would not be sitting in
court awaiting sentencing.

Asslstant Dlstrict Attorney
Woodberry Bowen cited April
6, 1978 as the date a car,
travellng in Nebraska, was
stopped after erratic driving.
Authoritles found a pound of
cocalne and 10 pounds of
marljuana In the car. On a
scrap plece of paper Inside the
car was the name sandman and
written next to it was the name
Bobby Holland. Bowen sald
Hollend's phone number was
found on the paper.

Before handing down the
senitence, Bramnnon sald the
sentence, which people will
read of this case, might keep
someone from picking up the
phone and making a drug
contact.

According to testlmony, the
conspiracy began when
Holland and three other men
met in Fayetteville last July,
planning to bring a pound of
cocaine to Lumberton.

Voyd Mitchell Faulk, a key
witness for the prosecution,
worked a3 an undercover agent
for the Sheriff's Department
and State Buresu of
Investigation.

Faulk, Holland, Jim Bullard
and Tommy Cain drove to
Miam! and made contact with a
Cuban named Amello, who
delivered to Faulk the 17%
ounces of cocalne, testimony
revealed.

Faulk and Caln drove back
with the cocalne while Bullard
and Holland made plans to fly
back.

Faulk and Cain were stopped
inside Robeson County on 185
and officlals arrested Cain
after SBI agents and deputies
found the cocaine located under
the floorboard of the car.

Holland was arrested a few
hours later in his Hope Mills
home.

Holland testified that he went
to Miaml for “‘peace of mind.”
Holland sald he had been
having marital problems and
that he needed a vacatlon

Holland maintained he never
knew of & cocalne conaplracy,
or transactlon. He sald he
inquired about going to Mlam{
with Bullard but had no Ides
the other three were golng to
buy cocaine.

Bullard and Caln pleaded
gullty to the charges of con-
spiracy to sell and deliver
cocalne and possession of
cocalne for the purpose of sale
and delivery.

Bullard and Cain recelved
two year sentences.

Both men were sentenced on
one of the two charges filed
against them. Both had
judgments continued on the
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reature wrumg, A Welcomed Change

By BOB DENHAM
Robesonian Staff Writer

Nover bofore in e history of Robeson County had
I ever happened, A man's job: a profession of
danger requiring the macho Image. Bul that was
befare Hubert Stone became shesiff tsst month.

Since then, Maria Lowry, wife and mother of a 17-
year-old daughter has been nssigned Lo be the first
female field deputy in Robeson County.

Shortly after Sheriff Stone filed for election in
Feb. '78, he promised to county voters to hire
ferale deputies, believing they were seriously
needed.

“I feit like the county needed female field
deputles that, in some inslances, they could do a
better job. For example, cases involving assaults on
females in which the presence of n female deputy
would be necessary,” Stone said,

As a result of that belief, Maria lowry now
patrols the Pembroke area in her red and white
county squad car. Inside the car on the front dash,
lies & pair of handeuffs and not far from her reach,
stands & shorl blrck night stick.

Her equipment and uniform are no different than
any other deputy’s. She wears a .30 detective
special strapped to her hip and dresses in the
regulation two-tone brown uniform. She wears
sunglasses and often chews gum, unbothered by the
notion that she is the firs( female deputy to patrol in
Robeson County.

"“The feeling I getis thot U'm no differont than nuy
other deputy. My peers don'l treal mo any dif-
ferently because I'm a woman," Lowry says,

She grew up onn Red Banks farm, four miles west
of Pembroke. In March 1956 she married and three
years later graduated from Pembroke Senior High
School.

Alter attending a 12-month nursing progeam at
Fayetteville Technical Institute in 1964, Marin was
certified ns w lieensed practical nurse. Her training
carned her o position as a o stall purse ol
Southeastern General Hospital where, 1 worked
every floor, including, most often, the maternity
ward,” she said.

She moved on, leaving Southeastern General in
1967 and becoming in March of the same Yeir an
active member of the Tei-County Communisy
Action Program. A program designed to work with
youths in Robeson, Scotland and  Richmond
Counties,

"I was o chnllenging progenm,” Marla sa ys, She
worked ficst with preschool students, administering
physical Inuti She then expanded her
teaining through sn “iarly Childhood Develop-
ment” course at UNC at Greensboro, working her
way up as youth program supervisor

‘Wi warhed with sclioo] dropguts and encouraged
them to stay in school by giving them Jobs,” Marin
recalls.

One of thase jobs was # communieation operator
position for the Pembroke Police Department,
which is how Marina first beeame acquainted with
law enforcement,

For years Maris worked closely with Pembroke
police through the action program, until she too
cherished the thought of working law enforcement.

“T wanted to work for the Pembroke Police
Department because I had always held an interest
Lhere,” she said, “It was an area [ wanted to knov,
aboul.

“While I was working with the youth program in
Oct. 1974, I was approached by then Pembroke
Mayor Juddie Revels about becoming a female
police officer,” she said.

So in March 1975, she left the action program to
begin her new career in law enforcement as a
dispatch (com ications operator) for the
Pembroke Police Department.

*'I didn't exactly encourage her to become a polie
officer in Pemnbroke, but I wasn’t against it, either,”
Stanford Lowry, Maria's husband of 22 years said.
“If that was what she wanted, then it was 0.K. with
me,"

So Maria conlinned her training. While working
as a dispalcher, she attended 168 hours of Basic

Deputy Patrols County

el of

Robeson’s First Female

H

.‘

ROBESON COUNTY'S FIRST female field depuly, Maria Lowry, working the
Pembroke arca “Pm very satisfied with the job she is doing, and I have heard
some fine compliments about her from the rest of the department,” Sheriff

ubert Stone say s. (Bob Denham Photos)

Police  Sctenee school, a prevequisite  every
prospective ot musl meel. And sgain in 1976
she completed 35 hours of Emergency Medical

Technieinn school (o0 hee own personal benefit, 1
feit it would help me do & better job.”
But Mavia remained u dispateher for the Pem-

broke Pollee during the next four years, except on
special occasion.

“I would only go out in special cases involved
attempled rape or if sorneone was seriously in-
jured," she gaid,

"I bad worked with poliee for four years, so
knew Twanted Lo b in this type of work. But T didn't
want to be confined in one clty. I didn't like being
one place,” Marln said.

Maria had applied for & eounty deputy’s job in
1976 but was tuened down for lnck of funds, ‘¢
didn't upset me when 1 was (urned down: 1 i
derstand how budgels work, and they just didn't
have the money o hire me,” Marls says, S0l
didn'L apply any more after that."

Bul Marin's application remained Inlact, along
with 15-ta-20 other females who lind npplied for the
sume Job. And It was Sheriff Stone who started the
wheels rolllng,

‘‘After I knew I was elected. I went before Lhe
county commission and applied for additional hely
with the understanding o few could be employed
When the funds were made nvailuble, I contacted
Marin the first of November about the opening,'
Stone said.

I was excited and proud of the fact that T was
picked to work with the Sherifl’s Department,"
Maria said of her appoiniment,

“I was glad for her to get it, because thnt wie
what she wanted,"” said Stanford, a Pembroke S o

(See A on Page 12)
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Unlversity graduate und now a counselor ior special
programns at PSU.

“My daughter, Lisa, and I have never really
thought about the danger that could be involved,”
Stanford says. “I think the people around the
Pembroke area accept her and the job she is
doing.”

“I'm very satigifed with the job she is dolng and
I've had some flne compllments from other
department members,” Stone said.

On the job, Maria answers calls, makes r.eports,
and routinely investigates reports of larcenies and
breaking and enterings.

''A deputy will go to the scene of a complainant no
matter how minor or major the problem," Marla
says.

“I watched her closely,”” Stone says, “I've
listened to her on the radio, and ['ve checked her
reports, She's doing a good job.

“During the recent double murder in Fairmont,
she and Deputy Earnest Chavis were the first two
officers on the scene. I was the third to arrive. She
was doing a good job at keeping people back from
bothering crime-scene-evidence. It had been the
first time I had been on the scene while she was
working,” Stone said.

For Maria, the job has been a time of adjustment,
but only a temporary one. She’s used to the shifts
and different working hours from her previous
experiences, And she doesn’t mind the 24-hour
stand-by call either,

“I'm enjoying it so far," Maria says of her new
job. "“IU's a challenge.”
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Rowland Board Talkes Action

Town Meetings, Too Long And Boring

Game Rooms Regulated

By BOR DENIIAM
Robesonian Stafi Writer
ROWLAND — The lown
council passed an vrdinance
Tuesday night regulaling game
rooms in the Town of Rowland.
Council members
unanimously agreed lu im-
plement rules and regulations
outlining the operation of game
rooms inside e town limits
The ordmance delined a

game room troueh exiunples
which included  pool 1ouns,
bowling alfeys amd amuserent
cenlers

Prersons wberested ivopening
o ganme Toom bustess will Tirst

be requited Lo pay a privilege
license lax and then to uhtain
from the town cauncil an
operatol s liernse fiaue roans

owners must have lhe per-
inission of the council before
aperating, the ordinance
slates

The vperating hours for
gane rooms will run from 7
a.m. lo 11 p.m., Monday
Uiwoaeh  Thursday, close at
midnight on Friday and
Saturday nights and will
vemin eloged on Sudoys.

No one less than 16 will be
allowed on the premises and
the nianager of the business
must be at leasl 18-years-old

Conncilman M 1 Walker
okl Tellow memhers, in the
presence of Police Chief Stuart
Willims, that the town will
have Lo depend on the police to
il Rowland of “pot traffic”
wineh lie said was evident nea

the game room area, He said
young people are carrying beer
in paper cups on the premises
of these gaine rooms and that it
was lime Rowland police did
something to curb this action,
"The Rowland Police
Department has just as much
power as the sheriff’s depart-
ment," Walker said in response
Lo Williams' corrunent Lhat he is
working with Lhe sheriff's
deparlment concerning the
“put” problem in Rowland.
“We always want someune
else Lo do the job for us instead
ul doing it vurselves. We don’t
have enough guts Lo carry Lhe
weight on our own shoulders,”
Walker said in reference to
past aclion taken by the
foswland police enforcing game

room regulations.

“I'tn sure they are playing
pool on Sunday and there are
some that are under 16 years of
age poing into these game
rooms,” Walker said.

The council also considered
an ordinance prohibiting dance
halls inside the town limits of
Rowland, but were unable to
come Lo any decision.

Council members questioned
the definition of public dance,
and some suggested that
dances be restricted, not
prohibited.

“] Lhink we are guessing at
this. We should invite the town
attorney to May’'s meeting
when we discuss this ordinance
the next tire,” Mayor Don

See GAME Page 10

Sewer System Work Pushed

By BOB DENHAM
Robesonian Stalf Writer

ST. PAULS — The board of
commissloners voted Thursday
night to apply for a state permit
to begin construction of a sewer
system for famnllles living in a
tiny section southwest of St.
Pauls.

This was the trst formal step
on a request made last month
by Town Councliman David
Jackson who had earlier urged
board members to consider this
area of town for Immediate
actlon.

After the permit Is obtalned,
the Town of St Pauls will
advertlse for construction bids,
The estimated cost for the
sewer {3 $100,000; the town
would be required to pay 7%
percent of that amount.

Orlginally, the area was to be

gerved under the federslly
funded ‘201"’ sewer con-
struction plan which will en-
compass a square-mile area
from US 20 to Ellzabath 8t.

But the plan was moving
slowly, according to board
members, and it was felt some
alternative plan was in grder.

1t s hoped by board merm-
bera that the town’s decision to
go ahead with some sort of plan
will not hinder thelr applicatiom
for federal funds,

The sewer evaluation
system, called for in last
month's hoard meeting, has
been approved In Ralelgh. The
survey Is deslgned to find Nnws
In sower Hnes, The cost La $6,007
and the town and state will pay
41,151 aplecs while the
remainder will be paid with
federal funds.

St. Pauls To Buy
Rec Center Land

By BOB DENHAM
Robesonlan Staff Writer

ST. PAULS — The board of
commissioners agreed Friday
afternoon to purchase 15 acres
of land which they say wilil be
the future site of a ‘“'much-
needed" recreational facility.

The decision came after
more than a year of
negotiations between the board
and the Ralph Powers family,
the property owners who are
gelling the land to the Town of
St. Pauls for $45,000.

According to board mem-
bers, the two parties could not
agree on a price for the land
until recenlly. The board sald
they had been trylng to secure
rights to the land since
November, 1977, and according
to one member, former Mayor
Luke Maynor became In-
terested in the land acquisition
move than bwoe years ngo,

The board agreed to adopt a
resolution calling for the
gecond stage of the 201" plan.
This stage of the plan calla for
tha development of engineering
plans which will cost the Llown
about $2,000. The total cost for
the plans s $16,000 but the
Environmental Protection
Agency s providing for T8
percent of the cost. The state
and St. Pauls are splitting the
remaining 26 percent.

‘In other actlon, Mayor
Cliude W. Fulghum Jr. con-
ducted the second and flnal
reading of an ordinance
describing the dutles of a town
administrator.

The ordinance resulted from
a call by board members to
create the position to relieve
what they say Is en over-
burdened town clerk.

The Town of St. Pauls will be
recelving applicationa for the
position of town adminlstrator
through March 16.

The mayor also conducted
the second and final reading of
an ordinance Increasing
monthly cablevision rates by 60
cents, effective April 1, with an
addltional 50-cent Increase
becoming effective Oct. 1.

The Incremse came at the
request of Harrlson Daniels, &
representative  to  Jones
Intercable of Red Springs, who
told the board in January that a
$7.50 monthly rate would be
charged to “Showtime" sub-
gerlbers. “Showllme” |8 &
cable service providing St.
Pauls viewers with expanded
cable programming.

The board agreed to begln

See SEWER Page 12

St. Pauls

morning.

The board and an attorney
from Charlotte representing
the Powers famlly finally
agreed on a price of $3,000 an
acre. ''The area runs adjacent
to the blg ditch on the eastern
side of town,” Town Clerk
Doris Sutton said. “It extends
from Blue St. southward to
Clark St.”

The motlon, which requires
that the Town of St. Pauls pay a
$4,500 option fee toward pur-
chase of the land, carrles a
stipulation which could com-
pllcate the land acqulsition,

The board included, in the
motion, a stipulation that an
additlonal 30 feet of land be
dedicated by another land
owner Lo ensure extentlon of
Clark Si. The board Is confident
the land will be dedicated and
expects to hear word of the
anticipated contrlbution this

see ST. PAULS page 13

The option fee, which in-
cludes 10 percent of the total
land cost, gives the board until
April 1, 1980, to make a final
decislon in the purchase, but
should they declde to back out
they would lose the $4,500,

The Robeson County Parks
and Recreation Center, will
contrlbute $15,000 to the pur-
chase of the land with the
remalning $30,000 comlng from
St. Pauls General Funds
Surplus.

According to Mayor Claude
Fulghum, the board has also
applied for a federal grant
which will match the $46,000 the
county and St. Pauls are put-
ting up for the land.

He said the Bureau of Out-
door Recreation (BOR) grant
wlll contribute toward con-
structlon costs of the recreatfon
facility which will include Uttle
league baseball and softbail
fields.

pr————
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By BOB DENHAM
Robesonlan Staff Writer

A tragic scene awailed rookie
state lrooper P. A, Stanton,
formerly of the Lumberton

Routine ‘Police Beat’ Stories

Trooper Finds Own Wife
Dead In 1-95 Accident

Police Department, Friday
morning, when he was called to
investigate his first traffle
fatality located one-half mile
north of Fayetteville on I-95,

The victim was his wife: 25-
year-old Judy Bradshaw
Stanton, who had dled
moments before hls arrival.

Mrs. Stanton, of Rt. 1, Wade,
was on her way to work In

Fayetteville, when she lost

Action Line

Call 738-8844

Or write Box 110C. Lumberton, N.C. 26358

control of her vehicle on an icy
bridge. According to patrol
reports, Mrs. Stanton was
thrown from her pickup truck
as the vehicle crossed the
medlan, rolled over twice, and
came to a halt 163 feet down the
road.

Mrs. Stanton wes travellng

Child Dies

Henry Lee Colllns, 8, of Route
1, Shannon, was killed Friday
evening when he reportedly ran
Into the path of a Shannon
drlver five miles north of Red
Springs.

According to reports, Felicla
Locklear of Shannon, was
travellng east on State Road
1754 about 6:50 p.m., when the
Shannen youth apparently ran
from behind a parked vehicle
onto the road.

The road was dark with no

In Accident

area lights and according to the
report, there was a cloudy
overcast at the time of the
accident.

The vehlcle was said to be
travellng 55 miles-an-hour in a
35-mile-an-hour zone just
before the incident. The car hit
the child travellng at 50 mph,
according to a report filed by
State trooper Al Wllllams.

No charges have been flled
against Locklear.

Police Investigate
Two Armed Robberies

Two armed robberies, one In
Fairmont and the other in
Little Marsh, occurred within
35 minutes of each other
Saturday night.

According to reports, two
black males entered the Kay-
Ron Food Store on NC 41 truck
rotute In Faicmont, polnted o
gun al the lone attendant and
demanded that she give them
the money oul of the cash
repister. They are said W have
feft the store in o white car.

The second armed robbery
was reported at 7:25 p.m,

Three while males repor-
tedly entered the convenlence
store at Little Marsh, on US 301
South of St. Pauls and
demanded an undetermined
amount of money.

They ave sald o have made
thelr getaway in a ‘73 white
Chevy Super Sport,

The Sheriff's office Is in-
vestigating the incldents,

Rescue Squad Ambulance

Wrecked While On Call

A Lumberton Rescue Squad
vehicle, enroute to a call,
collided wlth a '73 Plymouth on
Roberts Avenue Sunday. -,

According Major. B, . Tglar
of the Lumnberton Pollce Dept.,
the "ambulance, driven by
Hubert L. Covington of 306 W.

“3rd St., Lumberton, was

traveling south on Roberts
Avenue,

A third vehicle, a
Volkswagen drlven by William
K. McCallum, of Rt. 2, Box 75,
Rowland, was stopped at a red
light heading north on Roberts
Avenue,

The Plymouth, driven by

Timothy B. Jackson, of BI2
Rozier Homes, Lumberton,
was reportedly turning from or
onto 7th Street when his car's

.Jeft front hit the rescue upjt's

right front fender. The am-
bulance then crossed over and
hit the right front of the
Volkswagen.

Damage to the ambulance
was estimated at $2,000. The
Volkswagen and the Plymouth
had estimated damages at $800
and $1,800 respectively.

There were no serious in-
juries. The cause of the ac-
cident is still under in-
vestlgation.

between 40 and 46 mph when
the accident occurred, the
report said.

Trooper Stanton, who jolned
the Highway Patrol Depart-
ment In July, was the second
trooper to arrlve on the scene.
Veteran trooper C. L. Salmon,
who was assigned to asslst
Stanton Investigate the fatality,
arrived first,

Trooper Stanton “had no
Idea” 1t was his wife who was

‘“Another offlcer was on the
scene by the time Stanton got
there, and he handled the
situation as best he could,”
duty sergeant ot the patrol
station In Fayelteville sald.

Salmon sald Friday night
that he recognized Mrs.
Stanton as soon as he arrived
on the accident scene, He sald
“I got her covered up and,
about that tlme, he (Stanton)
arrived on the scene and

involved in the accldent until he
recognized her wrecked Toyota
truck, a patrol officer said.

High-Speed Chase Ends
In Wreck And Arrest

By BOBDENHAM
Robesonian Stalf Writer

A Lumberton city patrol car
involved in high speed chase
Monday night crashed into the
fleelng autommobile after the
vehlcle failed to make a turn
and spun into the path of the
nncoming patrol car, accordlng
to a report filed by State
Trooper E. G. Brown.

Ricky Flower, 20 of Rt 2
Lumberton, was arrested at
rural paved road 1620 and rural

y, February 28,1979

paved road 2216, and charged
with careless and reckless
driving, driving whlle under
the Influence and speeding.

According to reports, Officer
Mendy Wenker gave chase to
Flower from Lumberton to
Long Branch Community,
covering four tc five miles,
Flower's vehlcle Is reported to
have reached speeds up to 100
miles an hour.

Flower’s car was traveling
old U.S. 74 when hls car ap-
proached a stop sign located In
the middle of the road. Flower
trled to make a right hand turn
on rural road 2216, reports say
but the car spun around and
came back on U.S. 74. The
patrol car, traveling on U. S, 74,
then hit the right back end of
Flower's car head on at ap-
proximately 35 miles an hour.

Damaged estlmated to the
patrol car was $2,500. The
Camero damage wags estimated
at $2,000.

According to the report there
were no serlous injurles, only
minor cuts.

recognized the truck,”
'‘He wanted to go over there
and look at her,” Salmon said.

"He raised the sheet and saw It
was her and he went Into
hysterles. We forced him back
into the car until we could get
some help for him. He taking it
awful bad.”

Before joining the Highway
Patrol, the Maxton native
worked for the Lumberton
Police Department, where he
began in July 1974. He left the
Lumberton force last March,
when he went to the State High-
way Patrol Basic School for 16
weeks of training.

(See ‘C’ on Page 2)

Local Cops Detain Three Men;
Assault Charges Filed In Hoke

By BOB DENHAM
Robegonlan Staff Writer

A father and hls two sons,
charged with several counts of
assault with a deadly weapon
by Hoke County law officlals,
were plcked up by Lumberton
law officlals Sunday at
Southeastern General Hospital
and held untll Hoke County
deputles could arrive.

Baxton Willoughby, 49, and
his two sons, George, 24, and
Willlam, 28, were arrested at
Southeastern General after
seeking treatment for a gun-
shot wound Baxton is belleved
to have recelved during a
skirmish In Hoke County.

According to a spokesman
for the Hoke County Sherlit's
department, Baxton and his
sons were shooting billiards in
a pool hall near McNelll's Lake
when an argument developed

between the three men and
Frank Bullard Locklear, 18, of
Rt. 1, Shannon, and his friend.

According to the report, both
George Willoughby and
Locklear pulled out thelr
pistols and began firing.
Baxton was the only on Injured
in the exchange.

Locklear was charged with
assault with a deadly weapon
Inflicting serious injury by
Hoke County law officlals, He is
currently in the Hoke County
Jail.

Baxton was charged with two
counts of assault with a deadly
weapon, George with three
counts of assault with deadly
weapon, and Willlam with two
counts of assault with a deadly
weapon. According to the
report, the three men used pool
sticks in the fight which
brought about the charges
Involving a deadly weapon.

According to the report, the
three men used pool sticks in
the fight which brought about
the charges involving a deadly
weapon.

According to Detective
Robert Brice of the Lumberton
Police Department, he and
Detectlve Frank Loveit were
called to the hospital after
hospltal officlals reported some
troubles with the three men.

Hospital officials apparently
wanted to treat Baxton's in-
juries outside the presence of
his sons. But, they refused to
leave.

Lumberton detectlves, after
arrlying at the hospital,
recognized the men as fitting
the description.radioed by
Hoke County deputies.

The men were detained by
the detectlves until Hoke
County officlals arrived
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News From

“Off The Blotter”

Otf The Blotter

Maxton Boy Shot In Face
While Playing At Home

Kevin Jones, 7, of RL. 3,
Maxton was accidentally shot
in the face by hls nlne-year-old
brother Wednesday afternoon
after the two were reportedly
playlng “cowboys and Indlans”
{nside their home, a sheriff's
department spokesman said.

The .410 shotgun blast has
left Jones in guarded condition
in the intensive care unit at
Cape Fear Hospital in
Fayettevllle. According to a
spokesman there, Jones’
condition could grow worse or
better; he ls listed as stable.

According to  Sherlff's
Detective Luther Sanderson,
the two boys were playing by
themselves inside the house. A
babysitter was supposed to
lave sent the boys to school but
the boys stayed home when the
glrl went to school. The parents
were at work.

Nathan Jones, Kevin's
brother, told deputles he did not
know the gun was loaded. He
sald Kevin was hiding behind
the heater, and when he stood
up he fired the shotgun.

The shooting accldent took
place at the Intersection of
Highway US 74 and Harper's
Ferry Road, two miles west of
Pembroke. After the shooting,
Nathan ran about a quarter of a
mile to his grandfather's house
to Inform him of the accident.

Robert Danny Smith, 26, of
Linkhaw Apts. and Kenneth
Dean Callahan, 17, of 80
Jerome St. were arrested
Wednesday evening and
charged wlitk breaking, en-
tering and larceny.

Pollce officers say they
gpotted the two males on top of
a bullding after recelving a call
from the area.

According {o the report, the
two males were apprehended
followlng a brief attempt by the
two to escape.

Atter investigating the
premlises, police officers found
{hat change boxes from tiwo
ploball machines hnd  been
broken open and that several
packs of cigareltes were
missing.

According 1o the rcport, a
shoe was found In the store at
the base of the staircase and
four packs of cigareites and
$15.68 In change was found on
top of the bullding.

Sampson Seaford of 2736 5th
St. reported to Lumberton
police Wednesday morning a
breaking, entering and lar-
ceny.

According to the report, a
window was broken and
several packs of chips, valued
at $5, were removed from the
stand. Nothing else was
reported missing.

Janle C. Hargrave School
reported to Lumberton police
Wednesday meorning a
breaking, entering and lar-
ceny. Glass o u door was
broken and the door unlocked
from the Inslde.

Wilson Dairy Products of 4th
and Water Streets reported to
clty police thls morning a
breaking and enterlng.

According to the report, the
office door had heen tampered
with, causlng an estlmated $25
damage to the door.

Annfe Gerald of 105 Powell
St. reported to Lumherton
pollce Wednesday evening a
breaking and entering.

Police say a lock was broken
off the front deor nnd phone
wires located outslde the house
were cut,

McDonalds of Roberts
Avenue reported to Lumberton
police Wednesday evening that
a flrearm was discharged
inslde the building.

An employee told police that
she was seated at a table eating
when she heard a loud pop. She
said a white male and female
gol up hurriedly and left the
premises.

A bullet hole in one of the
seats caused an estimated $25
damage.

An accident occurred
W day morning
drivers Billy Bell, 25, of 404
Cottage Rd., Falrmont and

hat.

Ruby Mae Patterson, 28, of Rt.
4, Box 407, lot 19.

According to the report, Bell
stopped on West 5th St. when
Patturson was unable to stop In
time, sliding Into the rear of
Bell’s vehicle.

Lumberton Police Officer
Horace Downing Indicated on
his report that Patterson was
driving with  lmproper
equipment due to the slickness
of the tlres.

Damage to the Bell vehlcle
wan estimuted at $200 and the
Patterson vehlele wuffered an
estimated $75 damage.

No injurles reported.

An accldent occurred
Wednesday in the Masonic
building parking lot after Ruby
Holloman Malpass, 55, of Rex,
hit a parked car owned by
Murchison Bolton Biggs of 2800
Shaw Ave.

Accordlng to the report,
Malpass backed out of a
parking space annd hit the
Biggs vehicle in the gide.

Lumberton Police Officer
Harold Scott indicated on his
reporl that Malpass made a
safe movement violation,

Damage to the Blggs vehlcle
was rstlmated at $460, and the
Malpasa car was estimated to
have sulfered $50 In damage.

No injuries were reported.

Mary Lou Poole of Rt. 1,
Orrum, reported to county
deputles Wegnesday .afternoon
a breaking, entering and lar-
ceny.

Elaine McNeil of Rt. 1,
Orrum reported to county
deputies Wgdnesday. afternoon
a breaking, enterlng and lar-
ceny.

Jacolyn Scott of Rt 4
reported a larceny to county
deputies Wednesday afternoon.

Keith Canady, 23, of 5124,
Chavis Traller Park, and
Peppers Marston, 29, of Rt. 5,
Boaz, Ala., were arrested by
county deputles Wednesday
and charged with breaking,
entering and larceny.

Kidnapping Laid To Shootout Suspects

By BOB DENHAM
Robesonlan Stalf Writer
Two men who were arrested earlier this
week and charged with assault on a policeman
following a shootout in the Sambo’s parking lot
have been charged with the Feb. 7th armed
robbery and kidnapping of a Parkton youth.
Herman Bentley Stewart, 25, and Solomon
Anthony Kozmo III, 22, who were positively
Identitied by sheriff and SBI offlclals Thur-
sday, are being held on $25,000 bond on charges
of assault on a police officer with a flrearm.
Additional charges were flled Thursday
against Stewart and Kozmo. Pollce say they
forced Jimmy McCrowie, 18, and another
youth Into their car at 8:15 p.m. Feb. 7 on US

301, outside of Parkton,

Pollce have charged the men with beating up
McCrowle and <tealing $119 in personal
property from the lwo. Police say the alleged
kidnapping and robbery were conducted at
gunpoint.

A spokesman for the sherlff's department
said more charges are expected to be filed
today in conneclion with the alleged kid-
napping and armed robbery of MeCrowle's
campanion, Adrian Chamberlain.

Detective Benson Phillips of the Lumberton
Police Dept. said they are stiil Investigating
other charges, in other counties, which might
be levied agalnst the two.

Both men earller clalmed to be Thomas

Eugene Sciberg. Police officials had ten-
tatively identlfled the men Wednesday af-
terncon as Stewart and Solherg. But further
investigation revealed that Solberg really Is
Kozmo.

Kozmo was described by Philllps as a
‘‘drifter,'" who claims to be from Iowa. Police
belleve that Stewart, who had earller clalmed
to be from Iowa, was living (n Clinton. Stewart
told police he was born in Honolulu, Hawall.

Stewart and Kozmo were apprehcnded by
Lumberton pollce followlng a shootout they
had with offlcers Glenn Rogers and James
Strickland in the Sambo's parking lot about 3
a.m. Wednesday.

The officers were answering a call that

reported two men inside Sambo's with guns
and drugs.

After the officers talked the men Into
stepplng outside, the men broke Into & run,
firing at the officers as they ran.

Accordlng to reports, five shots were flred in
the exchange Injuring a police officer and one
of the suspects, Rogers was slightly grazed

¢ across the forehead by a shot fired from a .307
Magnum, and Officer Strickland returned fir«
and shot one of the men in the arm,

Stewart, who was shot in the right arm, wa:
admitted to Southeastern General Hosplty'
and later transferred to Central Prism
Hospital, Kozmo is still in Robeson Counly
Jall, Benson said.
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LUMBERTON, NORTH CAROLINA
THE HOOPLA SURROUNDING THE CASE COF THE CITY AND THE CHURCH PARKING

AN IDEAL SUBJECT RO AN INOCENT PICTIHRE?  MAYBE,

W
:
. 1 10T Is #0T GOINT TO BE DECIDED OVEENIGHT. AT THRE 'RESENT TIME, THE
F 2 MAYOR HAS ASKED THE CITY ATTORNEY TO LOOK INTO WHETHER OR NOT THE CTITY
3 IS IN THE RIGHT IN PROVIDING CITY EMPLOYEES AND EQUIPMENT TQ PERFORM
- 4 WORK FOR NON-PUBLIC ENTITIES. FOR THE UNINFORMED, THE LOCAL NEWSPAPER
h 5 RAN AN ARTICIE WITH AN ACC OMPANYIN: E\’ICTUHE SHOWING A CT1I'Y EMPLOYEE.
6 USING CITY OWNED ELUIPMENT TO LINE A CHUHCH PARKING LOT. THE CUESTION
- 7 WAS WHETHER IT WAS BEING DONE WITH THI KNOWLEDGE OF THE MAYOR AND CTUY
8 COUNCIL, THE ANSWFR APPEARED TO BE THAT, WHILE THAT SPHCTRIC TNSTANCE
_ 9 WAS NOT DONE WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF GO I, Tr HAS BEEN A SORT (F
10 UNGFFICIAL POLICY OF THE CTITY TO HELP OUT TN THAT SORT OF THING, AS
# 11 THE CITY'S PURLIC WORKS DIRECTOR WAS OUOTED, IT'S GOOD PURLIC RELATIONS
12 AND HELPS TO PROMOTE CHEISTIANITY., IN THE MEANT IME, A LOCAL BUSINES3MAN
13 WHO I5 IN THE BUSINESS (OB LINING PARKING LOTS I3 UPSED' BEC AUSE HE,
14 SUPPGEDLY, HAl) GIVEN THE CHURCH AN EST IMATE ON THE WORK AND, SINCE THE
15 CITY HAD DONE THE WORK INSTEAD, HE FELT HE HAD BREEN DONE OUT OF A JOB.
“ 16 WHETHER THERE IS ANYWHERE A POLICY (R STATUTE THAT GOVERNS THE S ITUATION
17 REMAINS TO BE sweN, TU'3 VERY PSS IBLE THAT IT WILL WIND UP WITH THE
18 COUNCIL HAVING TO MAKE A DHCIHTCHT OV TNSTTVUTING A POLIUY 10 COVER SUCH
j 19 A STVUATION, 1M THI MEANPIME, THE CHTROVILSY GOES ON.  WE DO WOIDER 1INE
| 20 THING, THOUGH, HOW NID I HAPREY 71417 THE PAPER 'S PHOI(GILAPHER G AME
- { 21 UPON THIL SCEME 10 TAKE A PICTURE?  THERE WAS 20 PARADE...:I10 TRUMPETS
- 22 BLAHING,..JUSY A MAN OPERATING A SMALD MACHINE IN A NON-CONGE:TED AEf.
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